
The Clayton Tribune
theclaytontribune.comTHURSDAY, March 7, 2019 Vol. 122, No. 10  n  $1.00

WEATHERINDEX

Calendar .................................A8
Church .................................... B7
Classifieds ........................B 9-11
Community Board .................. B6
Education ............................... B5

Health & History ..................... B6
Obituaries ..............................A6
Opinion ..................................A4
Police Blotter ........................A11
Sports .................................... B1

Mostly Sunny.
See page B8.

High 48-67
Low 37-52

2 sections, 24 pages

WWW.SHOPQUALITYFOODS.COM

4/$10ALL FLAVORS

In today’s edition

For the BEST PRICES in town, 
see our

ADVERTISING CIRCULAR

NEW SALE DATES: WEDNESDAY-TUESDAY...EVERY WEEK!!!6 PACK , 1/2 LITER BOTTLES

coca cola

QualIty Foods shoppIng Center, CornelIa

Special of 
the Week

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday.
Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead one hour!

12

6 57
48
39
210

111

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—A stand-
ing-room-only crowd 
listened for 90 minutes 
as county and municipal 
leaders made their case 
for approval of the up-
coming Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) referendum at 
a public forum held at the 
Rabun County Court-
house last Thursday.

After three years of 
sometimes bitter disputes 
over water, sewer and a 
failed Service Delivery 
Strategy, county and 
municipal officials were 
in full agreement Thurs-
day that passage of the 
SPLOST is needed to 
move a variety of pub-
lic projects forward in 
Rabun County.

“Frankly, Tallulah 
Falls has to have the 
SPLOST,” Mayor Teri 
Dobbs said. “We have to 
have it to make budget, 
just plain and simple.”

“The SPLOST, to us, is 
a lifesaver,” said Dillard 
Mayor Bill Robinson. 
“We get our streets 
paved, we keep our sewer 
up, we just installed a 
water system. I will say 
that the SPLOST to us is 
very important.”

A SPLOST is a special 
one percent sales tax, 
which raises funds for 
public projects. The next 
round of SPLOST will 
generate approximately 
$20 million for city and 
county municipal proj-
ects.

Rabun County voters 

                                                    I   I   I  SKY VALLEY ELECTION 2019   I   I   I

City, county leaders unite in support of SPLOST

Photo by Rachel Justice Bell
A standing room only crowd was on hand at the Rabun County Courthouse last Thursday as local elected officials discussed the upcoming 
SPLOST referendum.

Accountability and transparency 
needed in process, citizens say

Please see SPLOST, A7

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

While the extensive rainfall hitting Rabun County 
since the beginning of the year has caused heavy flood-
ing throughout the area, mudslides have also become a 
significant problem as a result of this wet weather. 

“We’re dealing with probably four major mudslides. 
We’re just trying to build them back up,” said Scott 
Provance, road director for the Rabun County Road 
Department. 

There have been two mudslides on Bridge Creek Road 
in Tiger, one on Vickers Road in Clayton and one on 
Mountain City Road in Clayton, Provance said. 

Kent Woerner, county commissioner, said that a mud-
slide previously occured on Rainwater Trail in Tiger as 
well. 

Provance said that the department is trying to build 
them up as quickly as the weather allows. 

“Some of the steps include hauling off the material 
and trees that slid down, re-establish the ditch lines 
and shoulders. Some require building back up from the 
bottom with new material to re-establish the roadway 
or shoulder. Lastly, try to get some vegetation growing 
in order to protect the exposed dirt and prevent it from 
sliding anymore,” Provance said. 

Provance noted that there have been no reported acci-
dents as a result of the mudslides. 

Photo courtesy Kent Woerner
A mudslide is shown on Bridge Creek Road in Tiger last Friday, about a mile West of Liberty Church, 
which is located on 2206 Bridge Creek Road.

By Megan Broome
Staff Writer

RABUN GAP— An 
alternative, wireless 
internet service in Rabun 
County was a topic of 
discussion at the De-
velopment Authority of 
Rabun County meeting 
on Monday. 

Trent Hall with North 
Georgia Wireless attend-
ed the meeting and ex-
plained the services that 
the company offers. 

“We’ve done this same 
type of internet company 
in western North Caroli-
na, where we are from,” 

BARRICK STEIL

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

SKY VALLEY— Hav-
ing lived in Sky Valley 
for more than four 
decades, Moody Barrick 
plans to use his knowl-
edge from working in the 
city for several years to 
move Sky Valley forward 
while serving as a city 
council member.  

“I’ve lived here for 
almost 45 years and 
worked for the city for 
several years, and now 
that I’m retired, I’ve got 
some time and I think my 
past experience would 
be helpful on the council 
when they’re making 
lots of decisions about 
the operation of the city,” 
Barrick said. 

Barrick worked for the 

City 
of Sky 
Valley 
from 
1987 to 
2003. 
He then 
started 
work 
in the 
City of 
Clayton 
in Sep-
tember 
of 2003. 

Barrick hopes to main-

Barrick wants to put his 
experience to work

Steil wants to use skills to
give back to community

Please see BARRICK, A3

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer 

SKY VALLEY— Hollie 
Steil wants to spend her 
time giving back to her 
community and use the 
skills she gained as a 
school administrator for 
35 years to serve citizens 
of Sky Valley as their 
new city council member. 

 “I feel like it’s incum-

bent for all of us to give 
back to our communities, 
and now that I’m retired, 
I have the time to do so,” 
said Hollie Steil, candi-
date for council member, 
in a phone interview. 

Steil’s professional 
responsibilities included 
communicating the goals 
and missions of the orga-
nization, working within 
the framework of re-

sources 
includ-
ing per-
sonnel 
and the 
budget, 
and 
being 
cogni-
zant of 
local, 
state 
and 
federal 
guidelines and regula-
tions. 

Please see STEIL, A3

Heavy rains are 
taking a toll on 
county roads

Wireless 
Internet
provider 
coming
to Rabun

Please see ISP, A2

Mike
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VICKI’S RESTAURANT

Rabun Flea Market
Hwy. 441 North, Rabun Gap, GA

706-746-2837
Open March 30, 2019

8-4 Every Saturday & Sunday

ALL YOU CAN EAT 

CATFISH 
BUFFET
Open Friday,

March 29, 2019

Friday Nights
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

706-746-7141
Sunday Cafe Lunch 11AM-2PM

Thank you!
We would like to thank everyone that has done 

so much for us during this time of Chuck’s 
illness. All the prayers and love, visits, cards, 

phone calls and for the contributions to the raffle 
fundraiser giving from their hearts. We can’t 

thank you enough for God and his love. Chuck 
continues to battle the lung fibrosis and cancer.

Chuck and Brenda S. Hooper

have approved a SPLOST 
six times previously.

New SPLOST funding, 
if approved by voters 
March 19, will go toward 
a variety of projects in lo-
cal municipalities, as well 
as increasing bed space 
at the county jail. A new 
office for the Sheriff’s De-
partment and upgrades 
to courthouse facilities, 
in addition to road work, 
would also be paid for 
from SPLOST funds.

“When I came into 
office in 2017, there was 
an average daily popula-
tion of about 90 people in 
our detention center at 
that point,” Sheriff Chad 
Nichols said. “It’s steadily 
risen since then. Some 
days it’s gotten up to 133 
(inmates). That’s one of 
the main reasons our 
jail in Rabun County is 
in need of expansion. It’s 
not a problem unique to 
Rabun County. It’s pretty 
much statewide and a 
result of the Criminal 
Justice Reform Act of 
2012-13.”

Thursday’s forum, 
sponsored by The League 
of Women Voters of 
Rabun County and The 
Clayton Tribune, was 
designed to provide infor-
mation about the upcom-
ing SPLOST referendum.

Only Sky Valley and 
Mountain City did not 
send representatives 
Thursday.

Two main themes 
emerged over the course 
of the evening – the need 
for transparency and 
for local governments to 
work together.

“One of the times we all 
get together as city and 
county leaders is through 
the SPLOST discussions,” 
county commissioner 
Stephen Arbitter said.

“I see how much this 
means to not just the 
county, but to each of the 
individual cities,” coun-
ty commissioner Scott 
Crane added.

“We’re not only thank-
ful, we’ve very happy that 
we’re being included in 
the SPLOST this year,” 
said Clayton council 
member Carl Butler. 
“We are allocating $1.5 
million for roads and 
streets. It’s going to be 
dedicated almost entirely 
to downtown. We need a 
lot of work on our infra-
structure downtown. We 
are doing a major push on 
this with SPLOST mon-
ey.”

Tiger council member 
Mike Carnes said his city 
will use a large portion of 
SPLOST funds for roads 
and resurfacing if voters 
pass the referendum.

“One of those roads has 
become unsafe for the 
(school) bus to travel on,” 
Carnes added. “Some of 
our sidewalks were built 
in the 1960s. They’re 
dangerous for our young 
people to walk on, let 
alone our older people.”

Carolee Williams, 
representing the Rabun 
County Coalition for 
Good Government, said 
citizens expect more com-
munication and trans-
parency going forward 
regardless of the SPLOST 
outcome.

“We fully understand 
the value of SPLOST 
income to our communi-
ty, and the fact is we do 
need the money,” Wil-

liams said. “We strongly 
believe that unless the 
county commits to new 
ways to communicate, 
and new ways of spending 
tax dollars, this SPLOST 
will be defeated. We are 
not against the concept 
of SPLOST, but we may 
need a time out of one 
year to all work together 
to improve relationships 
and to sustain and devel-
op comprehensive plans 
for a future SPLOST. 
Rabun County citizens 
should no long be held 
hostage to petty politics, 
past grievances, or prior 
dispute. Our future de-
pends on it.”

Williams said the citi-
zens group will like to see 
the formation of a citizen 
advisory committee to 
evaluate and report on 
SPLOST projects.

While generally op-
posed to the creation of a 
new committee, county 
officials agreed that com-
munication is vital.

“I’m a newly elected 
official,” Crane said. “As 
a citizen, I was frustrated 
by the communication 
between the county and 
the cities in the SDS and 
the sewer wars. We are 
communicating (now). We 
want to be transparent. 
We want to let you know 
what we do with your 
money. That should never 
be in doubt. I want this 
to end just as bad as you 
want this to end. We’re 
not going to get anywhere 
fighting with each other. 
We are communicating. 

We are working together.”
Arbitter pointed out 

that SDS and SPLOST are 
two different issues.

“SPLOST is one area 
where I’ve seen tremen-
dous work between the 
cities and the county. It’s 
one issue where all the 
oars are pulling together.”

Arbitter said he would 
commit to meeting with 
the citizen’s group as 
often as necessary, but 
was not in favor of adding 
another committee.

“With no disrespect 
to the group that’s come 
together, I’ve been doing 
this six years, and this is 

the third different group 
that has come up with 
the same idea, that they 
want to form a non-elect-
ed advisory board to help 
us do our job,” he said. 
“You all have the power. 
If you don’t like what I’m 
doing, kick the bums out. 
Unelected people have 
no power over decisions 
about your money.”

“I was elected by the 
people of this county to do 
this job, and that’s the job 
I’m going to do,” Crane 
added. 

“We’re not looking for 
power or to make decisions 
on your behalf,” Williams 

responded. “We just want 
communication.”

Using the example of the 
jail expansion, Crane said 
there are some projects 
that will need to proceed 
with or without SPLOST 
funding.

“Nobody wants a (jail 
expansion),” Crane said. 
“The sheriff doesn’t want 
to have to build it, it’s not 
popular, but it’s one of 
those things we have to put 
up with. White County, for 
example, had overcrowd-
ing, they didn’t build a new 
jail and somebody got hurt 
and the county got sued 
and they forced them to 
build a new jail. We have 
people laying on mats 
down there in the multi-
use room. It’s one of those 
things you don’t want to 
hear, it’s not popular, but 
it’s needed. Sewer and wa-
ter, infrastructure, those 
are what the SPLOST is 
designed for.”

Clayton council mem-
ber Michelle Duquette 
said the city will be as 
transparent as possible 
with the way it utilizes 
SPLOST funding.

“We can put something 
in the paper to update the 
status of these projects if 
you want us to,” Duquette 
said. “We can update our 
website. We will put it out 
there. You can go by city 
hall and see a list of roads 
and they’re in the order 
or priority. We need more 
(funds) honestly, but we’ll 
use whatever we have and 
continue to prioritize.”

Crane said the county 
supports Clayton’s plans for 
downtown improvements.

“Clayton is the heart-
beat of Rabun County,” 
he said. “We want to see 
them thrive, because 
when they thrive, we 
thrive as a county. Work-
ing together only benefits 
all of us.” 

Clayton Council Member Carl Butler said the city will use its SPLOST funds to improve infrastructure in 
the downtown area and for other projects.

Tallulah Falls Mayor Terri Dobbs makes a point during the community forum on SPLOST last week.

Megan Broome/The Clayton Tribune
Michelle Duquette, left, Clayton council member, joins County Administrator Darrin Giles and County Commissioner Scott Crane in a 
light-hearted moment prior to last week’s SPLOST forum.

Rabun County Sheriff Chad Nichols talks about the need to expand the county jail as Dillard Mayor Bill 
Robinson listens.

SPLOST
nCONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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WE’RE GROWING!
COME SEE WHY IN 2019!

DALLAS TAYLOR
AGENT

Office: (706) 960-2414

550 Highway 441 South
2nd Floor

Clayton, GA 30525
DTaylor@SouthernStateslnsurance.com

 HOME AUTO  BUSINESS

Who:      Any child NOT enrolled in Rabun Co. Primary School Pre-K
                 who will be 5 years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2019
When:   March 18-21, 2019 from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
                 Tuesday, March 19, 2019 from 8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Where:  Rabun County Primary School
Please bring the following documents: 

          (if your child has attended school)

                2. Current lease/rental agreement; Recent income tax return; 
Current pay stub; Medicaid card; Current property tax bill; Mortgage state-

legal owner or lessor of the property where the student and parent reside)
Questions; Contact Rabun County Primary School at 706-782-3831 

RABUN COUNTY SCHOOLS
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
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7052 Hwy 441 N.

Dillard, GA

706-746-0058

128 Duvall St.

Clayton, GA

706-212-2834

Try our new lite menu 0% Carbs
Authentic Mexican Food Prepared Fresh Daily

Open 7 days a week

Reeves
BRIDAL REGISTRY

Brittany Donahue & Burton Law
March 23, 2019

Katie Reece & Jeff Lovell
April 13, 2019

Gracyn Rogers & Tate Nichols
May 18, 2019

Pamela Lusk & Joe Kilby
May 18, 2019

Salem Free & Matthew Addis
May 25, 2019

Register For Your Upcoming Wedding With Us.
Professional guidance for your perfect shower and wedding.

Congratulatory gift with each registration.
Complimentary gift wrapping.

TUXEDOS

You can rent or buy the most up to date Tux 

or Suit to fit your perfect occasion

706-782-4253

Marcia McKean and Cheryl Crouse work early voting polls in the SPLOST election on Monday. These 
clerks keep track of a numbered list of registered voters and count to make sure the machines match 
their documentation.

Megan Broome/The Clayton Tribune
Jennifer Kirchman and Kay Townsend check in voter Donna Nix for early voting at the Rabun County 
Board of Elections and Registration office on Monday. Voters begin at this table where clerks verify 
their name, date of birth and other information to confirm that they are registered voters.

By Megan Broome
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON— Voting for the 
SPLOST election is underway, 
and day six of early voting 
proved a positive start for vot-

er turnout. 
“It looks like we’re on sched-

ule,” said Tammy Whitmire, 
elections supervisor, in an 
interview on Monday. 

Whitmire said that on day 
six of early voting, 195 people 

had voted in person since early 
voting began. 

The elections office mailed 
out 406 absentee ballots, and 
as of Monday morning 288 had 
been returned, Whitmire said. 

“[We’ve had] 483 total voters 

so far, including in person and 
absentee,” Whitmire said on 
Monday. 

Early voting continues until 
March 15, and March 9 is Sat-
urday voting for the election 
from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at the 

Rabun County Elections and 
Registration office. 

The SPLOST election will 
be held on Tuesday, March 
19. Polls are open from 7 a.m. 
until 7 p.m.

Early voting on SPLOST continues through next week

Great Gatsby Ball to kick off 2019 Rabun Bicentennial
By Megan Broome 

Staff Writer

DILLARD— Rabun 
County will take a trip 
back to the 1920s next 
Saturday as the Great 
Gatsby Ball kicks off the 
2019 Rabun County Bi-
centennial celebration. 

It’s also the 20th an-

niversary of the North 
Georgia Community 
Players. 

“[The ball is] setting 
the kickoff for the 200th 
bicentennial of Rabun 
County,” said Tim Hen-
derson, president of the 
North Georgia Commu-
nity Players, in a phone 
interview. 

With a culture of 
dancing, prohibition, 
bootlegging, jazz music 
and flappers, the 1920s 
had much entertainment 
to offer. 

The North Georgia 
Community Players 
expect that “The Great 
Gatsby Gala will trans-
port you back to the 

Roaring 20s for a delight-
ful experience as you 
dance the night away in 
elegant surroundings,” 
according to a statement 
on their website. 

Coming together for a 
good time is what Hen-
derson says makes our 
community great. 

“One of the things that 

makes Rabun County 
special is our sense of 
community. So this event 
is a fitting kickoff to cel-
ebrate our great county 
because it is a gathering 
put together by different 
local organizations all 
working in conjunction,” 
Henderson said. 

The Great Gatsby Ball 

will be next Saturday, 
March 16 in the Dillard 
House Conference Center 
at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$50 per person and can 
be purchased at www.
eventbrite.com. 

 “It’s going to be a great 
event,” Henderson said. 

tain the characteristics 
of the city that attract 
people to visit and live 
there. 

“I don’t have specific 
goals. I want the city to 
stay in a good, strong, 
financial basis and keep 
the infrastructure in tip-
top shape. Just keep it a 
desirable place for people 
to come to live,” Barrick 
said. 

Barrick said his experi-
ences working with the 
cities of Sky Valley and 
Clayton have allowed 
him to understand the 

dynamics at play with 
different political points 
of view, especially when 
it comes to SPLOST or 
Service Delivery Strate-
gy (SDS). 

“It’s really a nice place 
to live. I want to keep it 
that way and do what I 
can to keep the city mov-
ing forward,” Barrick 
said. 

Barrack noted that he 
has run for council mem-
ber in the past. 

“Actually, I ran years 
ago right before I went 
to work for the City of 
Clayton. While I was at 
Clayton, I just really did 
not have time to devote,” 
Barrick said. 

He said that over the 
years, people constantly 

asked him about running 
for city council, and Bar-
rick noted that using the 
‘I just don’t have time’ 
excuse wouldn’t work 
anymore. 

Barrick says he now 
has the time and dedica-
tion to devote to Sky Val-
ley as a council member. 

“I do have time and it 
came up kind of sudden-
ly, when Connie Larsen 
resigned, that there was 
an opening, and every-
thing just kind of fell 
into place. I said okay, 
well I guess now is my 
time to try again. See 
how it goes,” Barrick 
said. 

Barrack said he hopes 
to be able to work with 
council members to 

establish reasonable 
budgets and maintain 
city structures. 

“Well, hopefully I 
can work with all other 
council members to 
try to keep Sky Valley 
moving forward, grow-
ing and maybe attract 
some new people. But 
just maintain the city 
in tip-top shape, which 
I think will help attract 
new people,” Barrick 
said. “I’ll make sure that 
our actions are reason-
able and that the citizens 
are getting their money’s 
worth for the taxes that 
they pay. Sort of analyze 
the budgets and make 
sure that our budgets 
are reasonable,” he said. 

BARRICK
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

“We need to do more 
of that here,” Steil said. 

Steil has set goals of 
what she wants to ac-
complish for Sky Valley 
during her term. 

“First of all, I want to 
be an example of stabil-
ity. I think we need that 
up here in our political 
discourse. I’d like to 
focus on a Sky Valley 
vision plan,” Steil said. 

This plan would focus 
on where the city hopes 
to see itself in five or in 
10 years. 

“I want to help reen-
ergize our city market-
ing plan and manage 

our resources to reflect 
the vision and the mar-
keting plan,” Steil said.

Encouraging citizen 
input is also important, 
Steil noted. 

Now that the sanc-
tions from the SDS are 
lifted, Steil wants the 
community to pursue 
more grants for projects 
that citizens deem nec-
essary for the city. 

Steil and her husband 
Ed began visiting Sky 
Valley in 1995 because 
they had friends who 
lived there, but their 
love for the city encour-
aged them to make it 
a permanent home in 
2013. 

[We] immediately fell 
in love with the city, 
purchased some prop-
erty and built a house,” 

Steil said. “When we 
retired in 2013, we came 
up here full time,” Steil 
said, mentioning that 
they visited on week-
ends for many years. 

“It’s wonderful, and 
the surrounding areas 
are wonderful,” Steil 
said. 

She said that she 
had not thought about 
running previously, but 
encouragement from 
residents and friends 
inspired her to run in 
this election. 

“Several Sky Valley 
residents approached 
me to consider running 
for the vacant position 
on our City council 
because they felt it was 
important to have a 
female perspective and 
voice in the political 

discourse,” Steil said. 
 The seat was left 

vacant after Connie 
Larsen resigned unex-
pectedly in January. 

“There was an open-
ing on the council, and 
I thought that a female 
voice would be appro-
priate,” Steil said. 

Steil said she hopes 
for the best for Sky 
Valley. 

“I just love Sky Valley 
and I want to see us do 
well,” Steil said. 

STEIL
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

On Saturday March 9 at 
10 a.m. the Friends of the 
Rabun County Library 
and the Trustees of the 
Rabun County Library 
will dedicate the Li-
brary’s Community Room 
in honor of Mildred Whit-
taker, for her many years 
of volunteer service to the 
Rabun County Library. 
There will be a reception 
following the dedication 
to which all are invited. 
Following her retirement 
from the Rabun County 
Public School System, 
Mildred became an active 
volunteer in a host of 
community service orga-
nizations. She served on 
the Board of the Friends 
of the Rabun County Li-
brary for many years and 
during that time served 
several terms as Presi-
dent of the Friends. 

Library to 
dedicate
community room

mailto:DTaylor@SouthernStateslnsurance.com
http://www.eventbrite.com
http://www.eventbrite.com
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A new call for unity and an end 
to The Jerry Springer Show
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OUR LAWMAKERS

Among life’s lessons 
I’ve absorbed over the 
past six decades, there 

is this: 
Some things I would love to 

see come to pass I simply won’t 
live long enough to experience.

I doubt I’ll live to see this 
country’s national debt erased. 
It’s highly unlikely I’ll be 
around when there’s a colo-
ny on the Mars. I know the 
Bigfoot conference is com-
ing in April, but I’d rate my 
chances of seeing a Sasquatch 
anywhere other than in a Jack 
Links Beef Jerky commercial 
at pretty near zero. 

I probably won’t live long 
enough to see a cure for can-
cer, either.

But bless my unbelieving 
eyes if I didn’t spy a sight last 
week that almost didn’t seem 
possible in my lifetime.

Last Thursday, at the Rabun 
County Courthouse, elected 
officials of local municipali-
ties and county government 
came together and voiced their 
unanimous support for a com-
mon cause that will benefit all 
residents of our community.

I’m talking, of course, about 
the Special Purpose Local Op-
tion Sales Tax, affectionately 
known as “the SPLOST,” that’s 
on the March 19 ballot.

When was the last time you 
saw our local elected leaders 
on the same wavelength about 
ANYTHING? From water 
wars to SDS, they’ve been on 
a different hymnal page for 
quite some time

Reasonable people can 
reasonably disagree, but our 
community is too small to stay 
divided.

Seeing so many of our elect-
ed leaders get together in one 
room to present a united front 
for the common good is a posi-
tive step in the right direction, 
if you ask me.

I’ve always thought of a 
SPLOST as a sort of no-brain-
er everywhere I’ve lived over 
the past 20 years. Visitors pay 
along with hard-working local 
residents. It’s a good deal for 
hard-working local taxpayers, 
hands down.

It’s a tax alright, but one 
Rabun County residents have 
been paying so long it’s highly 
unlikely they even notice it. 
Just like they may not notice 
the improvements to roads, 
infrastructure and public fa-
cilities their penny-per-dollar 
is buying. The entire commu-
nity benefits.

And third, I can’t let the 
moment pass without acknowl-
edging that for all the barbs we 

toss their way, for all the crit-
icism they receive, our local 
leaders are human beings of 
flesh and blood and feelings. I 
doubt any of them had on their 
bucket list a desire to face a 
possibly hostile audience while 
standing shoulder-to-shoulder 
on the same team with folks 
they’re busy wrangling in 
court with.

But they did that last week at 
the SPLOST forum. 

It was standing room only 
at the Rabun County Court-
house. Citizens are obviously 
engaged. Everyone was polite 
and respectful. The disagree-
ments were not disagreeable. 
Many thanks to all who partic-
ipated. And thanks to Patricia 
Howell and her dedicated 
volunteers with the League 
of Women Voters of Rabun 
County, who always encourage 
voter education in a non-parti-
san way.

Maybe if you came expecting 
to see an episode of The Jerry 
Springer Show you left disap-
pointed, but most of the com-
ments I heard were about how 
good it was to see everyone sit-
ting down together and having 
a reasonable discussion.

I think our elected officials 
took a big step forward last 
week. They deserve credit for 
standing tall. They say they 
want the battles to stop. 

They’d better mean it, for the 
sake of all of us.

Wayne Knuckles is editor 
and publisher of The Clayton 
Tribune. 

Great day for democracy
in Rabun County

Back at the turn of the 
century, Harvard sociologist 
Robert Putnam made a splash 
with an article “Bowling 
Alone.”  He claimed that the 
vibrant civil society of our 
country was in decline and 
that this was bad news for our 
democracy.  

If the standing room only 
crowd that showed up at the 
courthouse last Thursday 
for the forum on the SPLOST 
referendum is any indication, 
democracy in Rabun County is 
alive and well.  And it wasn’t 
just the size of crowd that was 
heartening.  It was its conduct.  
Never was a voice raised; not 
a soul got up and walked out 
in anger.  Excellent questions 
were put to our leaders and 
they gave reasonable answers.  

Not everyone, myself prom-
inently included, agreed with 
all of those answers, but citi-
zens all listened and interact-
ed in a constructive fashion.  
A great day for democracy in 
Rabun County!  

Many thanks to The Clayton 
Tribune and the League of 
Women Voters for organizing 
and managing the event.

Bill Stueck
DILLARD

Oversight for SPLOST 
would benefit everyone

There seems to be a dispar-
ity among county commis-
sioners, municipalities and 
citizens of Rabun County as to 
how SPLOST 7 monies should 

be spent, hence a possible “no” 
vote for the upcoming referen-
dum.

It is difficult for the average 
citizen to understand “where, 
why and how” their millions of 
dollars are to be spent.

The Clayton Tribune is the 
man source of information for 
most of us. They service our 
community well, but it is im-
possible for them to give us all 
the facts. Calling our county 
commissioners with concerns 
and questions will not happen. 
People are too busy and the 
(commissioners) shouldn’t 
be bombarded with calls. A 
citizen’s advisory oversight 
committee would be very ben-
eficial to help all have a better 
understanding.

Instead of voice our dis-
contentments to friends and 
neighbors, citizens must 
become more proactive and 
involved. Therefore, as a citi-
zen of Tiger, I have decided to 
“start small” by going to our 
town hall meeting March 11 
(meetings held second Monday 
of every month.

If the SPLOST passes, Tiger 
would receive $500,000. Mayor 
Tom Ramey stated in the Feb. 28 
edition of The Clayton Tribune 
that these monies would be used 
to resurface sidewalks and for 
finding and buying property for 
a park, plus improvements.

I do have some questions, do 
you? Hoping to see you there!

Sue Sevoiue
TIGER

Lady Cats made us all 
extremely proud

Once again this winter, the 

Rabun County Wildcats have 
treated our community to a 
season of excellence.

The Lady Cats went on a 
great run, again making it 
deep into the playoffs before a 
tough defeat to Early County.  
But more than the victories 
on the court, our Lady Cats 
consistently represent our 
community with class.

Under the leadership of 
Coach DeeDee Dillard,  our 
ladies take the court night af-
ter night and give 100 percent.  
The fight and determination 
they display is something we 
can all be proud of, even as 
the seconds of their final game 
ticked away on Tuesday night, 
they fought.

I applaud our Lady Cats for 
the excellence they display 
year after year and night after 
night.

While the Lady Cats have 
proven to be the queens of 
winter, this year our men’s 
team, under new Coach David 
Adcock, showed promise and 
the groundwork for an awe-
some future.

As a community we are 
fortunate to have these young 
men and women represent 
us, and to have coaches who 
dedicate their time nurturing 
these student athletes into the 
awesome leaders that will lead 
us one day.

Rabun County never has to 
worry about how our teams 
will represent us.  They show 
up, they fight and they never 
quit, but they always do it with 
the utmost class and sports-
manship, these are attributes 
they learn from first-class 
coaches, teachers and their 

Rabun County voters should vote “yes” to approve an exten-
sion of the one-percent Special Purpose Local Option Sales 
Tax (SPLOST) that is on the March 19 ballot.

All Rabun residents benefit from SPLOST proceeds, whether 
they live in the county or one of the cities.

Clayton, Tiger, Tallulah Falls, Dillard, Mountain City and Sky 
Valley and county officials have united in unanimous support of 
the SPLOST. That in itself is telling. When was the last time all the 
municipalities and the county were in total agreement on a public 
issue?

Proceeds from the proposed SPLOST will benefit all residents of 
Rabun County in the form of road improvements, public building 
upgrades, and enhancements to public safety, water, sewer and the 
infrastructure needed to sustain a growing community.

SPLOST funds will also pay for additional jail space and im-
proved facilities for the Rabun County Sheriff’s Department. 
Nobody wants a jail, nobody wants to talk about spending money 
on a jail, but the reality is the current facility is pushing its maxi-
mum capacity. Increasing space now is the most cost-effective way 
to deal with the problem. 

To delay even another year will likely increase the eventual cost 
of the project due to the likelihood that construction materials will 
cost more in the future. To begin construction now will also help 
taxpayers avoid footing the bill for potential lawsuits that could 
result from jail overcrowding.

And putting the Sheriff’s Department in a new facility near the 
jail makes good sense. Sheriff Chad Nichols’ department has long 
outgrown their current courthouse facilities. Costly improvements 
to plumbing, a leaky roof and other problems inherent to an aging 
facility will continue to be paid for by Rabun County taxpayers 
without much direct benefit if the SPLOST is not approved.

Rabun County residents deserve a modern, well equipped sher-
iff’s office.

The city of Clayton in particular will benefit greatly from ap-
proval of the SPLOST. Shut out completely last time, Clayton will 
receive $2.3 million in SPLOST funds this time around if you vote 
to approve SPLOST. Much of the money will go toward improving 
sidewalks and downtown infrastructure.

Clayton is the economic hub of Rabun County. It’s vital that 
timely investments be made to keep the wheels of commerce that 
benefit all residents spinning smoothly.

There’s no better way to fund these capital improvements and 
public works than a SPLOST. A one-cent-per-dollar sales tax has 
been in place for as long as many can remember. So a new SPLOST 
is not a tax increase in that sense, it’s a tax extension.

You can debate how much of the SPLOST proceeds are collected 
from tourists and non-residents. But what is not debatable is that 
some percentage of the projects built with SPLOST funds were 
paid for by folks who don’t even live here. Whether that number 
is as low as 20 percent or as high as 50 percent, it provides real tax 
relief for local residents who would bear the full burden otherwise.

Local government has a lot of work to do to regain public con-
fidence in the wake of the SDS disaster and the sewer and water 
wars. Some elected officials acknowledged as much at a public 
forum last week.

But to oppose SPLOST on the grounds that taking a “time out” 
will send some sort of message is like throwing the baby out with 
the bathwater. It will accomplish nothing except cost taxpayers 
even more in the long run.

In our view, the better course of action is to approve the SPLOST 
and insist on public and transparent periodic reports on how the 
money is being used.

We urge you to vote “yes” on SPLOST.

Wayne
Knuckles
Publisher
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OUR LAWMAKERS

Among life’s lessons 
I’ve absorbed over the 
past six decades, there 

is this: 
Some things I would love to 

see come to pass I simply won’t 
live long enough to experience.

I doubt I’ll live to see this 
country’s national debt erased. 
It’s highly unlikely I’ll be 
around when there’s a colo-
ny on the Mars. I know the 
Bigfoot conference is com-
ing in April, but I’d rate my 
chances of seeing a Sasquatch 
anywhere other than in a Jack 
Links Beef Jerky commercial 
at pretty near zero. 

I probably won’t live long 
enough to see a cure for can-
cer, either.

But bless my unbelieving 
eyes if I didn’t spy a sight last 
week that almost didn’t seem 
possible in my lifetime.

Last Thursday, at the Rabun 
County Courthouse, elected 
officials of local municipali-
ties and county government 
came together and voiced their 
unanimous support for a com-
mon cause that will benefit all 
residents of our community.

I’m talking, of course, about 
the Special Purpose Local Op-
tion Sales Tax, affectionately 
known as “the SPLOST,” that’s 
on the March 19 ballot.

When was the last time you 
saw our local elected leaders 
on the same wavelength about 
ANYTHING? From water 
wars to SDS, they’ve been on 
a different hymnal page for 
quite some time

Reasonable people can 
reasonably disagree, but our 
community is too small to stay 
divided.

Seeing so many of our elect-
ed leaders get together in one 
room to present a united front 
for the common good is a posi-
tive step in the right direction, 
if you ask me.

I’ve always thought of a 
SPLOST as a sort of no-brain-
er everywhere I’ve lived over 
the past 20 years. Visitors pay 
along with hard-working local 
residents. It’s a good deal for 
hard-working local taxpayers, 
hands down.

It’s a tax alright, but one 
Rabun County residents have 
been paying so long it’s highly 
unlikely they even notice it. 
Just like they may not notice 
the improvements to roads, 
infrastructure and public fa-
cilities their penny-per-dollar 
is buying. The entire commu-
nity benefits.

And third, I can’t let the 
moment pass without acknowl-
edging that for all the barbs we 

toss their way, for all the crit-
icism they receive, our local 
leaders are human beings of 
flesh and blood and feelings. I 
doubt any of them had on their 
bucket list a desire to face a 
possibly hostile audience while 
standing shoulder-to-shoulder 
on the same team with folks 
they’re busy wrangling in 
court with.

But they did that last week at 
the SPLOST forum. 

It was standing room only 
at the Rabun County Court-
house. Citizens are obviously 
engaged. Everyone was polite 
and respectful. The disagree-
ments were not disagreeable. 
Many thanks to all who partic-
ipated. And thanks to Patricia 
Howell and her dedicated 
volunteers with the League 
of Women Voters of Rabun 
County, who always encourage 
voter education in a non-parti-
san way.

Maybe if you came expecting 
to see an episode of The Jerry 
Springer Show you left disap-
pointed, but most of the com-
ments I heard were about how 
good it was to see everyone sit-
ting down together and having 
a reasonable discussion.

I think our elected officials 
took a big step forward last 
week. They deserve credit for 
standing tall. They say they 
want the battles to stop. 

They’d better mean it, for the 
sake of all of us.

Wayne Knuckles is editor 
and publisher of The Clayton 
Tribune. 

Great day for democracy
in Rabun County

Back at the turn of the 
century, Harvard sociologist 
Robert Putnam made a splash 
with an article “Bowling 
Alone.”  He claimed that the 
vibrant civil society of our 
country was in decline and 
that this was bad news for our 
democracy.  

If the standing room only 
crowd that showed up at the 
courthouse last Thursday 
for the forum on the SPLOST 
referendum is any indication, 
democracy in Rabun County is 
alive and well.  And it wasn’t 
just the size of crowd that was 
heartening.  It was its conduct.  
Never was a voice raised; not 
a soul got up and walked out 
in anger.  Excellent questions 
were put to our leaders and 
they gave reasonable answers.  

Not everyone, myself prom-
inently included, agreed with 
all of those answers, but citi-
zens all listened and interact-
ed in a constructive fashion.  
A great day for democracy in 
Rabun County!  

Many thanks to The Clayton 
Tribune and the League of 
Women Voters for organizing 
and managing the event.

Bill Stueck
DILLARD

Oversight for SPLOST 
would benefit everyone

There seems to be a dispar-
ity among county commis-
sioners, municipalities and 
citizens of Rabun County as to 
how SPLOST 7 monies should 

be spent, hence a possible “no” 
vote for the upcoming referen-
dum.

It is difficult for the average 
citizen to understand “where, 
why and how” their millions of 
dollars are to be spent.

The Clayton Tribune is the 
man source of information for 
most of us. They service our 
community well, but it is im-
possible for them to give us all 
the facts. Calling our county 
commissioners with concerns 
and questions will not happen. 
People are too busy and the 
(commissioners) shouldn’t 
be bombarded with calls. A 
citizen’s advisory oversight 
committee would be very ben-
eficial to help all have a better 
understanding.

Instead of voice our dis-
contentments to friends and 
neighbors, citizens must 
become more proactive and 
involved. Therefore, as a citi-
zen of Tiger, I have decided to 
“start small” by going to our 
town hall meeting March 11 
(meetings held second Monday 
of every month.

If the SPLOST passes, Tiger 
would receive $500,000. Mayor 
Tom Ramey stated in the Feb. 28 
edition of The Clayton Tribune 
that these monies would be used 
to resurface sidewalks and for 
finding and buying property for 
a park, plus improvements.

I do have some questions, do 
you? Hoping to see you there!

Sue Sevoiue
TIGER

Lady Cats made us all 
extremely proud

Once again this winter, the 

Rabun County Wildcats have 
treated our community to a 
season of excellence.

The Lady Cats went on a 
great run, again making it 
deep into the playoffs before a 
tough defeat to Early County.  
But more than the victories 
on the court, our Lady Cats 
consistently represent our 
community with class.

Under the leadership of 
Coach DeeDee Dillard,  our 
ladies take the court night af-
ter night and give 100 percent.  
The fight and determination 
they display is something we 
can all be proud of, even as 
the seconds of their final game 
ticked away on Tuesday night, 
they fought.

I applaud our Lady Cats for 
the excellence they display 
year after year and night after 
night.

While the Lady Cats have 
proven to be the queens of 
winter, this year our men’s 
team, under new Coach David 
Adcock, showed promise and 
the groundwork for an awe-
some future.

As a community we are 
fortunate to have these young 
men and women represent 
us, and to have coaches who 
dedicate their time nurturing 
these student athletes into the 
awesome leaders that will lead 
us one day.

Rabun County never has to 
worry about how our teams 
will represent us.  They show 
up, they fight and they never 
quit, but they always do it with 
the utmost class and sports-
manship, these are attributes 
they learn from first-class 
coaches, teachers and their 

Rabun County voters should vote “yes” to approve an exten-
sion of the one-percent Special Purpose Local Option Sales 
Tax (SPLOST) that is on the March 19 ballot.

All Rabun residents benefit from SPLOST proceeds, whether 
they live in the county or one of the cities.

Clayton, Tiger, Tallulah Falls, Dillard, Mountain City and Sky 
Valley and county officials have united in unanimous support of 
the SPLOST. That in itself is telling. When was the last time all the 
municipalities and the county were in total agreement on a public 
issue?

Proceeds from the proposed SPLOST will benefit all residents of 
Rabun County in the form of road improvements, public building 
upgrades, and enhancements to public safety, water, sewer and the 
infrastructure needed to sustain a growing community.

SPLOST funds will also pay for additional jail space and im-
proved facilities for the Rabun County Sheriff’s Department. 
Nobody wants a jail, nobody wants to talk about spending money 
on a jail, but the reality is the current facility is pushing its maxi-
mum capacity. Increasing space now is the most cost-effective way 
to deal with the problem. 

To delay even another year will likely increase the eventual cost 
of the project due to the likelihood that construction materials will 
cost more in the future. To begin construction now will also help 
taxpayers avoid footing the bill for potential lawsuits that could 
result from jail overcrowding.

And putting the Sheriff’s Department in a new facility near the 
jail makes good sense. Sheriff Chad Nichols’ department has long 
outgrown their current courthouse facilities. Costly improvements 
to plumbing, a leaky roof and other problems inherent to an aging 
facility will continue to be paid for by Rabun County taxpayers 
without much direct benefit if the SPLOST is not approved.

Rabun County residents deserve a modern, well equipped sher-
iff’s office.

The city of Clayton in particular will benefit greatly from ap-
proval of the SPLOST. Shut out completely last time, Clayton will 
receive $2.3 million in SPLOST funds this time around if you vote 
to approve SPLOST. Much of the money will go toward improving 
sidewalks and downtown infrastructure.

Clayton is the economic hub of Rabun County. It’s vital that 
timely investments be made to keep the wheels of commerce that 
benefit all residents spinning smoothly.

There’s no better way to fund these capital improvements and 
public works than a SPLOST. A one-cent-per-dollar sales tax has 
been in place for as long as many can remember. So a new SPLOST 
is not a tax increase in that sense, it’s a tax extension.

You can debate how much of the SPLOST proceeds are collected 
from tourists and non-residents. But what is not debatable is that 
some percentage of the projects built with SPLOST funds were 
paid for by folks who don’t even live here. Whether that number 
is as low as 20 percent or as high as 50 percent, it provides real tax 
relief for local residents who would bear the full burden otherwise.

Local government has a lot of work to do to regain public con-
fidence in the wake of the SDS disaster and the sewer and water 
wars. Some elected officials acknowledged as much at a public 
forum last week.

But to oppose SPLOST on the grounds that taking a “time out” 
will send some sort of message is like throwing the baby out with 
the bathwater. It will accomplish nothing except cost taxpayers 
even more in the long run.

In our view, the better course of action is to approve the SPLOST 
and insist on public and transparent periodic reports on how the 
money is being used.

We urge you to vote “yes” on SPLOST.

Wayne
Knuckles
Publisher
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Among life’s lessons 
I’ve absorbed over the 
past six decades, there 

is this: 
Some things I would love to 

see come to pass I simply won’t 
live long enough to experience.

I doubt I’ll live to see this 
country’s national debt erased. 
It’s highly unlikely I’ll be 
around when there’s a colo-
ny on the Mars. I know the 
Bigfoot conference is com-
ing in April, but I’d rate my 
chances of seeing a Sasquatch 
anywhere other than in a Jack 
Links Beef Jerky commercial 
at pretty near zero. 

I probably won’t live long 
enough to see a cure for can-
cer, either.

But bless my unbelieving 
eyes if I didn’t spy a sight last 
week that almost didn’t seem 
possible in my lifetime.

Last Thursday, at the Rabun 
County Courthouse, elected 
officials of local municipali-
ties and county government 
came together and voiced their 
unanimous support for a com-
mon cause that will benefit all 
residents of our community.

I’m talking, of course, about 
the Special Purpose Local Op-
tion Sales Tax, affectionately 
known as “the SPLOST,” that’s 
on the March 19 ballot.

When was the last time you 
saw our local elected leaders 
on the same wavelength about 
ANYTHING? From water 
wars to SDS, they’ve been on 
a different hymnal page for 
quite some time

Reasonable people can 
reasonably disagree, but our 
community is too small to stay 
divided.

Seeing so many of our elect-
ed leaders get together in one 
room to present a united front 
for the common good is a posi-
tive step in the right direction, 
if you ask me.

I’ve always thought of a 
SPLOST as a sort of no-brain-
er everywhere I’ve lived over 
the past 20 years. Visitors pay 
along with hard-working local 
residents. It’s a good deal for 
hard-working local taxpayers, 
hands down.

It’s a tax alright, but one 
Rabun County residents have 
been paying so long it’s highly 
unlikely they even notice it. 
Just like they may not notice 
the improvements to roads, 
infrastructure and public fa-
cilities their penny-per-dollar 
is buying. The entire commu-
nity benefits.

And third, I can’t let the 
moment pass without acknowl-
edging that for all the barbs we 

toss their way, for all the crit-
icism they receive, our local 
leaders are human beings of 
flesh and blood and feelings. I 
doubt any of them had on their 
bucket list a desire to face a 
possibly hostile audience while 
standing shoulder-to-shoulder 
on the same team with folks 
they’re busy wrangling in 
court with.

But they did that last week at 
the SPLOST forum. 

It was standing room only 
at the Rabun County Court-
house. Citizens are obviously 
engaged. Everyone was polite 
and respectful. The disagree-
ments were not disagreeable. 
Many thanks to all who partic-
ipated. And thanks to Patricia 
Howell and her dedicated 
volunteers with the League 
of Women Voters of Rabun 
County, who always encourage 
voter education in a non-parti-
san way.

Maybe if you came expecting 
to see an episode of The Jerry 
Springer Show you left disap-
pointed, but most of the com-
ments I heard were about how 
good it was to see everyone sit-
ting down together and having 
a reasonable discussion.

I think our elected officials 
took a big step forward last 
week. They deserve credit for 
standing tall. They say they 
want the battles to stop. 

They’d better mean it, for the 
sake of all of us.

Wayne Knuckles is editor 
and publisher of The Clayton 
Tribune. 

Great day for democracy
in Rabun County

Back at the turn of the 
century, Harvard sociologist 
Robert Putnam made a splash 
with an article “Bowling 
Alone.”  He claimed that the 
vibrant civil society of our 
country was in decline and 
that this was bad news for our 
democracy.  

If the standing room only 
crowd that showed up at the 
courthouse last Thursday 
for the forum on the SPLOST 
referendum is any indication, 
democracy in Rabun County is 
alive and well.  And it wasn’t 
just the size of crowd that was 
heartening.  It was its conduct.  
Never was a voice raised; not 
a soul got up and walked out 
in anger.  Excellent questions 
were put to our leaders and 
they gave reasonable answers.  

Not everyone, myself prom-
inently included, agreed with 
all of those answers, but citi-
zens all listened and interact-
ed in a constructive fashion.  
A great day for democracy in 
Rabun County!  

Many thanks to The Clayton 
Tribune and the League of 
Women Voters for organizing 
and managing the event.

Bill Stueck
DILLARD

Oversight for SPLOST 
would benefit everyone

There seems to be a dispar-
ity among county commis-
sioners, municipalities and 
citizens of Rabun County as to 
how SPLOST 7 monies should 

be spent, hence a possible “no” 
vote for the upcoming referen-
dum.

It is difficult for the average 
citizen to understand “where, 
why and how” their millions of 
dollars are to be spent.

The Clayton Tribune is the 
man source of information for 
most of us. They service our 
community well, but it is im-
possible for them to give us all 
the facts. Calling our county 
commissioners with concerns 
and questions will not happen. 
People are too busy and the 
(commissioners) shouldn’t 
be bombarded with calls. A 
citizen’s advisory oversight 
committee would be very ben-
eficial to help all have a better 
understanding.

Instead of voice our dis-
contentments to friends and 
neighbors, citizens must 
become more proactive and 
involved. Therefore, as a citi-
zen of Tiger, I have decided to 
“start small” by going to our 
town hall meeting March 11 
(meetings held second Monday 
of every month.

If the SPLOST passes, Tiger 
would receive $500,000. Mayor 
Tom Ramey stated in the Feb. 28 
edition of The Clayton Tribune 
that these monies would be used 
to resurface sidewalks and for 
finding and buying property for 
a park, plus improvements.

I do have some questions, do 
you? Hoping to see you there!

Sue Sevoiue
TIGER

Lady Cats made us all 
extremely proud

Once again this winter, the 

Rabun County Wildcats have 
treated our community to a 
season of excellence.

The Lady Cats went on a 
great run, again making it 
deep into the playoffs before a 
tough defeat to Early County.  
But more than the victories 
on the court, our Lady Cats 
consistently represent our 
community with class.

Under the leadership of 
Coach DeeDee Dillard,  our 
ladies take the court night af-
ter night and give 100 percent.  
The fight and determination 
they display is something we 
can all be proud of, even as 
the seconds of their final game 
ticked away on Tuesday night, 
they fought.

I applaud our Lady Cats for 
the excellence they display 
year after year and night after 
night.

While the Lady Cats have 
proven to be the queens of 
winter, this year our men’s 
team, under new Coach David 
Adcock, showed promise and 
the groundwork for an awe-
some future.

As a community we are 
fortunate to have these young 
men and women represent 
us, and to have coaches who 
dedicate their time nurturing 
these student athletes into the 
awesome leaders that will lead 
us one day.

Rabun County never has to 
worry about how our teams 
will represent us.  They show 
up, they fight and they never 
quit, but they always do it with 
the utmost class and sports-
manship, these are attributes 
they learn from first-class 
coaches, teachers and their 

Rabun County voters should vote “yes” to approve an exten-
sion of the one-percent Special Purpose Local Option Sales 
Tax (SPLOST) that is on the March 19 ballot.

All Rabun residents benefit from SPLOST proceeds, whether 
they live in the county or one of the cities.

Clayton, Tiger, Tallulah Falls, Dillard, Mountain City and Sky 
Valley and county officials have united in unanimous support of 
the SPLOST. That in itself is telling. When was the last time all the 
municipalities and the county were in total agreement on a public 
issue?

Proceeds from the proposed SPLOST will benefit all residents of 
Rabun County in the form of road improvements, public building 
upgrades, and enhancements to public safety, water, sewer and the 
infrastructure needed to sustain a growing community.

SPLOST funds will also pay for additional jail space and im-
proved facilities for the Rabun County Sheriff’s Department. 
Nobody wants a jail, nobody wants to talk about spending money 
on a jail, but the reality is the current facility is pushing its maxi-
mum capacity. Increasing space now is the most cost-effective way 
to deal with the problem. 

To delay even another year will likely increase the eventual cost 
of the project due to the likelihood that construction materials will 
cost more in the future. To begin construction now will also help 
taxpayers avoid footing the bill for potential lawsuits that could 
result from jail overcrowding.

And putting the Sheriff’s Department in a new facility near the 
jail makes good sense. Sheriff Chad Nichols’ department has long 
outgrown their current courthouse facilities. Costly improvements 
to plumbing, a leaky roof and other problems inherent to an aging 
facility will continue to be paid for by Rabun County taxpayers 
without much direct benefit if the SPLOST is not approved.

Rabun County residents deserve a modern, well equipped sher-
iff’s office.

The city of Clayton in particular will benefit greatly from ap-
proval of the SPLOST. Shut out completely last time, Clayton will 
receive $2.3 million in SPLOST funds this time around if you vote 
to approve SPLOST. Much of the money will go toward improving 
sidewalks and downtown infrastructure.

Clayton is the economic hub of Rabun County. It’s vital that 
timely investments be made to keep the wheels of commerce that 
benefit all residents spinning smoothly.

There’s no better way to fund these capital improvements and 
public works than a SPLOST. A one-cent-per-dollar sales tax has 
been in place for as long as many can remember. So a new SPLOST 
is not a tax increase in that sense, it’s a tax extension.

You can debate how much of the SPLOST proceeds are collected 
from tourists and non-residents. But what is not debatable is that 
some percentage of the projects built with SPLOST funds were 
paid for by folks who don’t even live here. Whether that number 
is as low as 20 percent or as high as 50 percent, it provides real tax 
relief for local residents who would bear the full burden otherwise.

Local government has a lot of work to do to regain public con-
fidence in the wake of the SDS disaster and the sewer and water 
wars. Some elected officials acknowledged as much at a public 
forum last week.

But to oppose SPLOST on the grounds that taking a “time out” 
will send some sort of message is like throwing the baby out with 
the bathwater. It will accomplish nothing except cost taxpayers 
even more in the long run.

In our view, the better course of action is to approve the SPLOST 
and insist on public and transparent periodic reports on how the 
money is being used.

We urge you to vote “yes” on SPLOST.

Wayne
Knuckles
Publisher

u
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Victims of child sex abuse in Georgia face powerful foes

Abuse of power in Atlanta can’t be swept under the rug

NOTICE OF ELECTION
TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF 

RABUN COUNTY, GEORGIA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on the 19th day of March, 
2019 an election will be held at regular polling places in all 
election districts of Rabun County, Georgia (“the County”), at 
which time there will be submitted to the qualified voters of 
the county for their determination the question of whether 
a one percent county special purpose local option sales and 
use tax (the “SPLOST”) shall be imposed on all sales and uses 
in the special district created in the County for a period of six 
(6) years for the raising of approximately $20,000,000.00 for 
the purpose of funding capital outlay projects (“the Projects”) 
specified in the form of the ballot set forth below.

YOU WILL VOTE “YES” OR “NO” ON THE FOLLOWING QUESTION:
“Shall a special one percent sales and use tax be imposed 
in the special district of Rabun County for a period of time 
not to exceed six (6) years and for the raising of an estimated 
amount of $20,000,000.00 for the purpose of (1) funding 
Sheriff’s Building Improvements, Jail, Courthouse-Admin-
istration Renovations, Water and Sewer, and Roads and 
Bridges for Rabun County; (2) for funding Roads and Streets, 
Water and Sewer System Improvements, City Hall Mainte-
nance and Repair, and Public Safety for the City of Clayton; 
(3) for funding Roads and Bridges, Water and Sewer System 
Improvements, and City Complex Renovations in the City of 
Dillard; (4) for funding Buildings, Equipment, and Roads and 
Streets in the City of Sky Valley; (5) for funding City Complex 
Renovations, Roads and Bridges, and Public Safety for Moun-
tain City; (6) for funding Roads and Bridges and Parks and 
Recreation for the Town of Tiger; and (7) for funding Water 
and Sewer Improvements, Roads and Bridges, and Public 
Buildings for the City of Tallulah Falls?”

The special election will be held on March 19, 2019.

All persons who are not registered to vote and who desire 
to register to vote in the special election may register to 
vote through the close of business on February 19, 2019.

Early/Advance voting will be held at the Board of Elections 
& Registration office located at 19 Jo Dotson Circle, Suite 
201 Clayton, Georgia 30525 from February 25, 2019 thru 
March 15, 2019 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM each day.

Polls will be open from 7:00 AM until 7:00 PM on election 
day held at the Rabun County Civic Center in Clayton. 

Back Row: Ben Carnes, Eduardo Afa, Richard Erwin, Ben Hopper
Front Row: Shane Allen, Alyson Gragg, Ken Sewell

706-782-7825
4047 HWY 441 N, Rabun Gap, GA 30568

GA CR007315  NC 17279   SC RBH 1043

We have a combined 
experience of 96 years!

Front Row: Shane Allen, Alyson Gragg, Ken SewellFront Row: Shane Allen, Alyson Gragg, Ken SewellNOTICE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

PUBLIC HEARING
MOUNTAIN CITY 

The City of Mountain City will hold a 
Comprehensive Plan public hearing at 

6:00 pm on March 12, 2019.

families.
Thanks to the players 

and coaches of the Rabun 
County Wildcats your 
performances on and 
off the court makes us 
proud.

Ken Rumsey
CLAYTON

More specifics 
needed on topics

What happened to the 
Police Blotter? It has 
always been in the front 
section.

Where are the detailed 
statistics about the 
SPLOST, showing what 
will be done in detail, 
what contractor or per-
son will do what work, 
and what the specific 
expense will be. It seems 
it is always glossed over 
with numbers pulled out 
of the air. The newspaper 
should get the details and 
then share them with us!

Next, who ended up 
selling that building on 
the corner of Seed Tick 
(not Rickman Airfield), 
and 441 and what rela-
tionship do they have 
with those responsible 

for buying it? 
If that is to be used for 

welcoming tourists to 
Clayton, what brings on 
the need for constructing 
a Welcome Center? This 
seems to have a sort of 
smell to it.

Rozanne Dibble

Name calling has no 
place in debate

I learned in childhood 
that name-calling and 
bullying are wrong. 
Adults employ rational 
fact-based debate to ad-
dress differences. 

Yet a recent letter 
writer apparently has 
no problem with calling 
supporters of the current 
presidential administra-
tion “ignorant, gullible, 
and bigoted.” 

Another letter writer 
uses veiled references 
to 45 degree salutes and 
fear of diversity to pro-
claim the same insults. 
Literary devices do not 
render her statements 
more palatable or be-
nign.

I just have a couple of 
questions.  Do these two 
people have a supernatu-
ral ability to read minds 
and divine hearts? By 
what authority do these 
self-appointed judges 
excoriate and condemn 
many of their neighbors 

in this community? One 
letter writer even goes 
so far as to recommend 
exile for anyone opposed 
to her. She then proceeds 
to lecture about the 
importance of reading 
different views. Given 
that she called Fox junk, 
I suppose she must read 
the conservative Clare-
mont Review of Books or 
the online magazine, The 
Federalist.  I don’t have 
time to scour the quota-
tion books for a quote to 
lend more weight to my 
views. 

I will just end by 
saying that I don’t think 
any political philosophy 
should be more import-
ant than kindness in 
human relationships

Lisa Carpenter

Cruz has insights
on the president

Being neither a psychi-
atrist nor psychologist, I 
do not claim that I fully 

comprehend what num-
ber, or intensity, of lies 
qualifies an individual to 
be defined as a “ patholog-
ical liar.”

But , I defer to Senator 
(R.-Tx.) Ted Cruz , who 
is admired by his fellow 
Republicans for his innate 
intelligence and amazing 
oral skills,  when it comes 
to his examination of what 
constitutes a “pathologi-
cal liar.” Please be aware 
that Cruz , in a widely 
viewed emotional dia-
tribe, described then-pres-
idential candidate Donald 
Trump as a “pathological 
liar “ during the 2016 
Republican presidential 
primary season.

Fast forwarding to 27 
February, 2019 and the 
appearance of Michael 
Cohen before the House 
Committee on Oversight 
and Reform, a Republican 
member of the aforemen-
tioned Committee, Paul 
Gosar of Arizona, in an at-
tack virtually feral in na-
ture , while questioning or 
“interrogating” Michael 

Cohen, described him as “ 
pathological liar.”

Again, I do not confess 
to being aware of just 
what constitutes being 
defined as a “pathological 
liar.” 

But, in view of the 
Washington Post report-
ing , as of 17 February, 
2019, that president Don-
ald Trump has committed 

8,718 (that’s right, 8,718!) 
lies should not the char-
acterization  which Rep. 
Gosar applied to Michael 
Cohen be seriously consid-
ered when examining the 
pronouncements and as-
sociated moral character 
of the current occupant of 
the Oval Office?

  Wade J. Williams
  CLAYTON 

Marlan Wilbanks is a 
man on a mission. 
An Atlanta attorney, 

Wilbanks is the driving force 
behind the Wilbanks Child 
Endangerment and Sexual 
Exploitation Clinic the nation’s 
first legal clinic dedicated to 
representing survivors of child 
sexual abuse. The clinic is a 
part of the University of Geor-
gia School of Law and gives 
second- and third-year law 
students the opportunity to 
gain experience in the practice 
of law while serving a crucial 
need in the community.

The impetus for the clinic, a 
state law known as the Hidden 
Predator Act, went into effect 
July 1, 2015, allowing victims 
of child sexual abuse to file civ-
il suits against perpetrators.

So far, so good. But not good 
enough, Wilbanks says. He is 
pushing for legislation that 
would raise the age when 
victims of child sex abuse in 
Georgia could file a lawsuit 
from 23 to 55. The law he envi-
sions would also create a two-
year window that would let 
any victim of child sex abuse 
to file suit, regardless of when 
the abuse occurred. Georgia is 

one of the few states in the 
country that sets its statute 
of limitations for child sexual 
abuse under the age of 23.

Wilbanks says opposition to 
revising the Hidden Predator 
Act is coming primarily from 
the Boy Scouts and the Catho-
lic Church, both of whom have 
had their share of child sex 
abuse cases and both of whom 
have less than stellar reputa-
tions in how they have handled 
or mishandled them. And then 
there is the Georgia Chamber 
of Commerce and its member-
ship with their deep pockets 
and aversion to lawsuits of any 
kind, anywhere, no matter 
who or what it is.

Wilbanks claims the Boy 

Scouts and the churches don’t 
want any bill passed that 
would allow victims to sue 
them. “They are happy to have 
the victim sue the predator 
individually,” Wilbanks says, 
“However, even if they knew 
about the sexual abuse and 
chose to do nothing about it or 
helped to conceal the predator, 
they don’t want any financial 
responsibility for their ac-
tions.”

Marlan Wilbanks puts much 
of the blame for that bad atti-
tude on four specific senators, 
all Republicans, all members 
of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee and all with a direct or 
indirect connection to the Boy 
Scouts of America: Chairman 
Jesse Stone, Waynesboro; Vice 
Chair Bill Cowsert, Athens; 
John Kennedy, Macon; and 
William Ligon, of Brunswick.

He says their connections 
to the Boy Scouts calls into 
question serious conflicts of 
interest in the Senate’s rules of 
conduct, when “official action 
or decisions are motivated not 
by public duty but by economic 
self-interest or association.”

Wilbanks points out that 
Cowserts’ law partner, Steve 

Heath, represented an Athens 
church in a lawsuit alleging 
a coverup by the church and 
the Boy Scouts of molestation 
charges against a former Scout 
leader. Cowserts removed en-
tity liability from the Hidden 
Predator Act in the Senate 
version of the bill.

Sen. Kennedy sits on the 
board of the Central Boy 
Scout Council. Wilbanks says 
Kennedy’s work shielding the 
Boy Scouts from being sued is 
a clear conflict of interest, as 
is Stone’s, who serves on the 
Georgia-Carolina Boy Scout 
Council. William Ligon has 
been honored by the organiza-
tion with one off their highest 
recognitions, the Silver Eagle 
Award. Of course, these guys 
are going to look out for the 
Boy Scouts.

Wilbanks says, “They don’t 
want the entities that conceal 
predators to ever pay any 
money to the victims. That is 
what the special interests are 
banking on.”

Child sex abuse is not con-
fined to the Boy Scouts or the 
Catholic Church. The Houston 
Chronicle and the San Antonio 
Express-News reported after a 

six-month investigation that 
some 380 Southern Baptist 
church leaders and workers, 
including 13 in Georgia, were 
accused of sexual misconduct 
of more than 700 victims in 
the past two decades with 
some victims as young as 3 
years. The Rev. J.D. Greear, 
the SBC’s president says the 
abuses described in the news 
report “are pure evil.” No 
kidding.

There is a lot of finger-point-
ing on both sides but, as usual, 
victims of child sex abuse are 
caught in the middle. The Boy 
Scouts with the support of 
powerful legislators has clout. 
The victims don’t.

I have no idea how all of this 
will turn out this session but 
this much I do know: These 
organizations may high-five 
their legislative buddies over a 
win in the political arena, but 
they are losing in the court of 
public opinion.

You can reach Dick Yar-
brough at dick@dickyarbrough.
com; at P.O. Box 725373, Atlan-
ta, Georgia 31139 or on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/
dickyarb. 

Dick
Yarbrough
Columnist
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Last week was certainly 
eventful and filled with 
the best and worst of 

politics. I’m grateful to be able 
to update you thanks to our 
local newspapers.

Like everyone else, I’m sure 
you’re still wondering what is 
going to come from the situ-
ation with Speaker Ralston. 
Although I don’t know how 
things will play out, I’m here 
to assure you that we are not 
giving up the fight. The pat-
tern of wrongdoings that have 
occurred and the abuse of pow-
er cannot and will not be swept 
under the rug. As I mentioned 
before, I am working with my 
colleagues to introduce a bill 
to change the law on legisla-
tive leave for lawyers. Other 
representatives like myself, 
especially Rep. David Clark 
and I, are very upset about 
this situation and we have 
voiced our strong opposition to 
Speaker Ralston, urging him 
to resign.

I was also honored to 
co-sponsor House Bill 481 this 
week. The “LIFE Act” mimics 
pro-life legislation that I was 
working on introducing this 
session. This bill includes a 
heartbeat provision and is a 
law that is very important to 
our shared values and prin-
ciples. Georgia Right to Life 
has come out in support of the 
legislation which has garnered 
a good deal of attention, and 
support thus far, and has a 
good chance of advancing 

through the process.
Speaking of the process, it 

isn’t all about legislation. One 
great way I strive to make 
changes in Georgia politics is 
meeting and speaking with the 
youth in order to inspire them 
and encourage them to take 
action and interest in local 
government. The Young Amer-
ican’s for Liberty group is at 
many universities around the 
state and I had the pleasure 
of speaking with the group at 
Kennesaw State University 
this week.

These great young students 
have a passion for limited gov-
ernment politics and I hope 
to one day see some of them 
sitting beside me on the House 
floor helping fight the good 
fight and helping make Geor-
gia a better, more conserva-
tive state! Many of them spoke 
with me about their ambitions 
and it should give us all a lot 
of hope to see young individ-
uals, committed to the time 

tested principles of liberty and 
freedom.

I’d also like to thank the 
Church siblings, Jacob, 
Larson, and Samantha from 
Hiawassee, Georgia as well as 
the Mathew siblings, Hudson 
and Delaney from Blairsville, 
Georgia, for coming to the 
Capitol and serving as page’s 
to me this past week during 
session.

Finally, biggest vote of the 
week was the “big” budget, 
HB 31. My staff has been 
working for weeks, flipping 
through hundreds of pages 
of spending, singling out the 
good and the bad. I am con-
vinced that without myself 
and the small group of fiscal 
conservatives that hold seats 
in the House currently, that 
the budget would be even 
worse. While it was ripe with 
subsidies and things that are 
not the proper role of govern-
ment, my number one thought 
was: “Why does our Georgia 

budget process mirror Wash-
ington’s?” I would challenge 
any one of my colleagues to 
find any honest individual 
that doesn’t agree that we can 
do better! While we have an 
uphill battle, it is speaking out 
that will lay the foundation 
for a brighter future.

As I’ve mentioned before, 
the voting on the House floor 
is at top speed and I will 
continue to update my voting 
record page on my websitew-
ww.mattgurtler.com to keep 
all of you informed!

Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to me with any ques-
tions, comments, or concerns 
you may have. I love hearing 
from all of you and without 
you all none of this would be 
possible.

As always, it is an honor to 
serve.

Matt Gurtler represents 
Rabun County in the Georgia 
General Assembly. 

Matt Gurtler
State 
Representative
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CARL & CRICKETT ALLEN

24
HOUR
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE

An article in last week’s paper concerning the clos-
ing of the Welcome Center should have stated that the 
Chamber of Commerce will be housed in an existing 
building being rennovated on Highway 441

The building is located at the intersection of Seed 
Tick Road and Highway 441.

Correction

http://www.facebook.com/
Mike
Highlight

Mike
Highlight
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The Rabun County Coalition for 
Good Government thanks County and City 

Leaders for participating in the 
SPLOST Forum last week.

The standing room only crowd at the County Courthouse 
is a TERRIFIC step forward toward communication and 
cooperation between our Leaders and the Public

Polls are open thru March 19 on the 
SPLOST Referendum 

Whatever your opinion, PLEASE VOTE!!!

THANK YOU!

rabuncountyalliance.com
email: rabungoodgov@gmail.com
rabuncountyalliance@gmail.com

Democrats, Republicans, Progressives, and Rabun County Alliance

*Price shown is valid on the GC1705 and GC1710 models. See dealer for quote with additional features, attachments and implements. All prices with approved credit and down payment; 
0.0% APR on 72 month contract with no early payment penalty; terms subject to change without notice. 
©2019 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is a worldwide brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO and Massey Ferguson are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved.

2154 Highway 59
Westminster, SC
864-972-3988

VISIT POWELL TRACTOR TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THESE OFFERS TODAY!

Massey Ferguson® GC1700 Series: 4 wheel drive 
22.5 horsepower Power steering – Rear 3-pt. hitch 
with PTO – HST transmission with cruise control

SPRING SALE 
+ $39/MO 

+ $52/MO 

FOR FRONT END LOADER 
WITH SKID STEER QUICK 

ATTACHMENT 

FOR CB65 BACKHOE 
WITH BUCKET

WITH FORAS LOW AS

PER MONTH* FINANCING MONTHS

$99 0% 72

ADVANTAGE OF THESE OFFERS TODAY!

www.PowellTractor.com

Fridays from 5-8 p.m. 
Now through the spring

Seafood Buffet

Fried Oysters
Poached Salmon
Peel and Eat Shrimp
Steamed Mussels
Seafood Gumbo
Fried Catfish
Pasta Salad
Shrimp Salad
Broccoli Salad
Cajun Rice
Fresh Green Beans Almondine

Oysters on the Half Shell
Fried Shrimp
Lump Crab Cakes
Cajun Crawfish Tail
Creamy Stone Ground Grits
Blackened Amberjack
Fried Grouper Fingers
Hushpuppies
Calico Salad
Homemade Coleslaw
Homemade Yeast Rolls

The buffet price is $28.95 per person
1 lb. of Crab Legs will be an additional fee of $8.95 per pound.

(We will only be offering the Seafood Buffet Menu. 
Price doesn’t include beverage, gratuity and tax.)

Wine and beer available for purchase
Sorry, no to-go boxes or local rates allowed with 

Seafood Buffet.

706-746-5348 768 Franklin Street, Dillard, Ga.
www.dillardhouse.com

Many would 
argue that we 
already have 

far too many mind-alter-
ing drugs. In this article 
I will outline the advan-
tages and disadvantages 
of legalizing yet another 
mind and mood altering 
recreational drug, mari-
juana.

Recreational drugs are 
drugs that have a psycho-
active effect leading to a 
pleasurable altered state 
of consciousness. People 
enjoy the mood changes 
experienced while using 
marijuana and marijua-
na is far less dangerous 
than alcohol and opiates.

One factor generating 
enthusiasm for legal-
ization of marijuana for 
recreational purposes is 
that they are very profit-
able for growers, adver-
tisers, distributers and 
state treasuries. Mari-
juana generates substan-
tial sales taxes coming in 
to state governments. In 
fact, in Colorado where 
recreational marijuana 
was legalized in 2012 
there are now more dis-

pensaries than there are 
Starbucks and McDon-
ald’s locations combined.  

The states where rec-
reational marijuana is 
legal are as follows: Alas-
ka, California, Colorado, 
Maine, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Nevada, Or-
egon, Vermont, Wash-
ington, and Washington, 
D.C and approval in New 
York and New Jersey is 
expected soon. In most 
other states, including 
Georgia, marijuana is 
only approved for a range 
of medical indications. 

Marijuana for recre-
ational purposes has 
NOT been approved in 
Georgia. However, a law 
was signed into effect on 

May of 2018 by Governor 
Nathan Deal expand-
ing medical indications 
for marijuana use for 
individuals with intrac-
table pain and PTSD. 
Previously six other 
conditions were deemed 
eligible for treatment 
with a form of cannabis 
oil: AIDS, Alzheimer’s 
disease, autism, epider-
molysis bullosa, periph-
eral neuropathy and 
Tourette’s syndrome. In 
2015 patients and, in the 
case of children, families 
registered with the state 
are permitted to possess 
up to 20 ounces of can-
nabis oil to treat eight 
specific diseases includ-
ing cancer, Parkinson’s 
disease and epilepsy. 

The medical indica-
tions for the use of mar-
ijuana vary quite widely 
ranging from glaucoma, 
HIV wasting syndrome, 
cancer causing extreme 
weight loss or nausea, 
pain, or vomiting accom-
panying pregnancy and 
cancer chemotherapy, 
GI problems including 
nausea, vomiting or need 

for appetite stimulation, 
and a number of congen-
ital anomalies.   In some 
states there are numer-
ous medical problems for 
which marijuana may 
be provided and used. In 
other states the medical 
indications are very 
narrow. For example, 
only for some very severe 
manifestations of autism 
may marijuana be pro-
vided in Rhode Island. 

Drug overdose deaths 
are a scourge to our 
land. In terms of deaths, 
recreational marijuana 
is considerably safer 
than alcohol , opiods, or 
methamphetamines

While it is often argued 
that the recreational use 
of marijuana is safer 
than opiods and alcohol, 
it has been shown that 
recreational marijuana 
is a gateway drug to use 
of other more dangerous 
drugs such as the opiods 
fentanyl, heroin, co-
caine,  oxycontin, hydro 
codeine, methamphet-
amine, and  alcohol and 
smoking marijuana may 
also be a gateway drug to 

smoking cigarettes. 
President Trump 

could play an extremely 
positive role in the whole 
mind-altering drug 
scourge afflicting our 
nation if he would

1. Encourage young 
people never to start 
smoking, using alcohol, 
opiods, meth or marijua-
na. He never did use any 
of these drugs so he is an 
excellent example of per-
haps the easiest way for 
people not to be injured 
using any of the above 
harmful mind altering 
drugs and smoking.  If 
you don’t start you will 
never use them. 

2. Discourage the use 
and sale of fentanyl.  
Fentanyl is extremely 
dangerous, extremely 
profitable, and in the 
past two years by far the 
most important cause 
of increased opioid use 
in our country. China 
is apparently the most 
important source of fen-
tanyl. It usually enters 

the United States via 
Mexico and Canada.  It is 
approximately 100 times 
more powerful than mor-
phine, so a small amount 
of fentanyl, 1 kilogram 
can be purchased for 
$6,000 and cut (diluted) a 
number of times and sold 
for approximately $1.6 
million. The rate of total 
drug overdose deaths 
rose about 54 percent 
each year between 2011 
and 2916 and fentanyl 
overdose deaths rose 113 
percent each year from 
2013 through 2016. 

3. Curtail the sale of 
legal opiods by pharma-
ceutical companies. 

Recreational marijua-
na is coming and it is 
coming fast. But it has 
some definite problems 
and were I counseling my 
children on the possible 
use of marijuana it would 
be not to go there.  

Dr. Bob Hatcher is a 
columnist for The Clayton 
Tribune.

Pros and cons of legalizing marijuana for recreation

Bob
Hatcher
columnist

u

u

Rev. Mary
Dremler
columnist

u

u

“Remember that you are 
dust, and to dust you shall 
return.” from the imposition 
of ashes in the Ash Wednes-
day service, Episcopal Book 
of Common Prayer, pg. 265

 
Song of Myself: 52
The spotted hawk swoops 

by and accuses me, he 
complains of my gab and my 
loitering.

I too am not a bit tamed, I 
too am untranslatable,

I sound my barbaric yawp 
over the roofs of the world.

The last scud of day holds 
back for me,

It flings my likeness after 
the rest and true as any on 
the shadow’d wilds,

It coaxes me to the vapor 
and the dusk.

I depart as air, I shake my 
white locks at the runaway 
sun,

I effuse my flesh in eddies, 
and drift it in lacy jags.

I bequeath myself to the 
dirt to grow from the grass 
I love,

If you want me again look 
for me under your boot-soles.

You will hardly know who 
I am or what I mean,

But I shall be good health 
to you nevertheless,

And filter and fibre your 
blood.

Failing to fetch me at first 
keep encouraged,

Missing me one place 
search another,

I stop somewhere waiting 
for you.

- final section of “Song of 
Myself” by Walt Whitman

 

Forgive me for seem-
ing obvious or cliche, 
but Ash Wednesday 

bears a message worth 
repeating every year, if not 
more frequently.

 Lent begins with the fury 
of harsh reality and the 
deafening silence of mourn-
ing on Ash Wednesday. 
This year, it falls on March 
6, quite late in the regular 
rhythm of things. We kneel 
before one another and be-
fore God once again to con-
fess our sins in the face of the 
hard truth that we all will 

die one day. Ash is mixed 
with oil for anointing the 
dying and smeared on our 
foreheads so that when we 
look in the mirror and each 
other, the black soot of death 
demands our deference.

 We’ve heard it all before, 
“Gather ye rosebuds while 
ye may” (Robert Herrick); 
“Carpe Diem” (Horace and 
coffee mugs everywhere); 
and the like. Understood: life 
is short so we best be taking 
stock in order to make 
amends and live a life worth 
living, fully and with great 
contribution to society.

Now, what’s for lunch?
 Sorry for the cynicism, 

but we all too easily dismiss 
the call to face death. We 
would rather not discuss 
our death nor anyone else’s, 
preferring to live as though 
we will be the first not to fall 
victim to the reaper’s honed 
scythe.

 Younger people tell me 
of visits with grandparents, 
now in their late 80s and ear-
ly 90s, and being disturbed 
by the alacrity with which 
their elders speak of death 
and dying. “It’s unnerving,” 
one friend in his late forties 
recently said to me about his 
grandmother’s chattering on 
about her death and funeral 
arrangements as easily as 
she did about her favorite 
show on television and what 
she had for lunch that day.

 The question begs to be 
answered ad infinitum: 
Death will come for you, so 
how are you making the 
most of your living?

 Are the hours spent 
scrolling through social me-
dia, news, and political sites 

improving your life? Are 
you glad for using that time 
in such a way as opposed to 
curled up with a new book or 
your tablet in your favorite 
chair? Was it better than 
spending an afternoon in 
your favorite restaurant or 
coffee shop with friends and 
family?

 How about arguing and 
anger? The crackle and blaze 
of the fires of your ire: is this 
a sound and song that has 
added to your life? Are you 
the better for time you have 
spent furious at someone 
else’s opinion or behavior? 
Jesus asks us in Luke’s gos-
pel “And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to 
your span of life?” (6:27)

 Reach up onto the top 
shelf of your memories 
where you keep the good 
stuff. Close your eyes. Take 
a deep breath. Pay attention 
to the sensations memory 
plays on your skin. Where 
have you traveled in your 
mind?

 As I type this, I imagine 
myself glorying in the full 
cast of the sun, the sweet 
scent of fresh daffodils in 
my nose, my head resting on 
my husband’s chest to feel 
the regular and dependable 
rhythm of his breath, and 
the sound of my children’s 
laughter in my ears.

 Yes. We need to have our 
attention called back again 
and again to the fleeting 
nature of this life. We need 
to be forcibly removed from 
the wasteful and unhealthy 
distractions and denials we 
have decided are merely part 
of our daily routine. Death 
must sound its own great 
“YAWP” to shake us from 
complacency and apathy. 
There should be no “daily 
routine” but daily self-as-
sessment, daily self-reform, 
daily mourning and celebra-
tion for God, for one another, 
for ourselves.

 Do we wait and die with 
regret or do we make our 
goal the final great section of 
Whitman’s opus:

 “I depart as air, I shake my 
white locks at the runaway 

sun,
I effuse my flesh in eddies, 

and drift it in lacy jags.
I bequeath myself to the dirt 

to grow from the grass I love,
If you want me again look 

for me under your boot-soles.”
 There is joy in Whitman’s 

final liberation. He sees his 
worth in this world as not 
ended by death but merely 
changed and he does not 
mourn for it. 

 This Ash Wednesday 
and Lent, do not assume 
you have heard it all before 
nor assume that you have 
adequately addressed the 
demands of the season. 
Commit yourself to pluck 
out the behaviors and habits 
that waste or even diminish 
your life. Do the hard work 
of refilling and restocking 
your top shelf moments, the 
ones that not only embellish 
your life but make it.

Ash Wednesday is a time for reflection

mailto:rabungoodgov@gmail.com
mailto:rabuncountyalliance@gmail.com
http://www.PowellTractor.com
http://www.dillardhouse.com
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Victims of child sex abuse in Georgia face powerful foes

Abuse of power in Atlanta can’t be swept under the rug

NOTICE OF ELECTION
TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF 

RABUN COUNTY, GEORGIA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on the 19th day of March, 
2019 an election will be held at regular polling places in all 
election districts of Rabun County, Georgia (“the County”), at 
which time there will be submitted to the qualified voters of 
the county for their determination the question of whether 
a one percent county special purpose local option sales and 
use tax (the “SPLOST”) shall be imposed on all sales and uses 
in the special district created in the County for a period of six 
(6) years for the raising of approximately $20,000,000.00 for 
the purpose of funding capital outlay projects (“the Projects”) 
specified in the form of the ballot set forth below.

YOU WILL VOTE “YES” OR “NO” ON THE FOLLOWING QUESTION:
“Shall a special one percent sales and use tax be imposed 
in the special district of Rabun County for a period of time 
not to exceed six (6) years and for the raising of an estimated 
amount of $20,000,000.00 for the purpose of (1) funding 
Sheriff’s Building Improvements, Jail, Courthouse-Admin-
istration Renovations, Water and Sewer, and Roads and 
Bridges for Rabun County; (2) for funding Roads and Streets, 
Water and Sewer System Improvements, City Hall Mainte-
nance and Repair, and Public Safety for the City of Clayton; 
(3) for funding Roads and Bridges, Water and Sewer System 
Improvements, and City Complex Renovations in the City of 
Dillard; (4) for funding Buildings, Equipment, and Roads and 
Streets in the City of Sky Valley; (5) for funding City Complex 
Renovations, Roads and Bridges, and Public Safety for Moun-
tain City; (6) for funding Roads and Bridges and Parks and 
Recreation for the Town of Tiger; and (7) for funding Water 
and Sewer Improvements, Roads and Bridges, and Public 
Buildings for the City of Tallulah Falls?”

The special election will be held on March 19, 2019.

All persons who are not registered to vote and who desire 
to register to vote in the special election may register to 
vote through the close of business on February 19, 2019.

Early/Advance voting will be held at the Board of Elections 
& Registration office located at 19 Jo Dotson Circle, Suite 
201 Clayton, Georgia 30525 from February 25, 2019 thru 
March 15, 2019 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM each day.

Polls will be open from 7:00 AM until 7:00 PM on election 
day held at the Rabun County Civic Center in Clayton. 

Back Row: Ben Carnes, Eduardo Afa, Richard Erwin, Ben Hopper
Front Row: Shane Allen, Alyson Gragg, Ken Sewell

706-782-7825
4047 HWY 441 N, Rabun Gap, GA 30568

GA CR007315  NC 17279   SC RBH 1043

We have a combined 
experience of 96 years!

Front Row: Shane Allen, Alyson Gragg, Ken SewellFront Row: Shane Allen, Alyson Gragg, Ken SewellNOTICE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

PUBLIC HEARING
MOUNTAIN CITY 

The City of Mountain City will hold a 
Comprehensive Plan public hearing at 

6:00 pm on March 12, 2019.

families.
Thanks to the players 

and coaches of the Rabun 
County Wildcats your 
performances on and 
off the court makes us 
proud.

Ken Rumsey
CLAYTON

More specifics 
needed on topics

What happened to the 
Police Blotter? It has 
always been in the front 
section.

Where are the detailed 
statistics about the 
SPLOST, showing what 
will be done in detail, 
what contractor or per-
son will do what work, 
and what the specific 
expense will be. It seems 
it is always glossed over 
with numbers pulled out 
of the air. The newspaper 
should get the details and 
then share them with us!

Next, who ended up 
selling that building on 
the corner of Seed Tick 
(not Rickman Airfield), 
and 441 and what rela-
tionship do they have 
with those responsible 

for buying it? 
If that is to be used for 

welcoming tourists to 
Clayton, what brings on 
the need for constructing 
a Welcome Center? This 
seems to have a sort of 
smell to it.

Rozanne Dibble

Name calling has no 
place in debate

I learned in childhood 
that name-calling and 
bullying are wrong. 
Adults employ rational 
fact-based debate to ad-
dress differences. 

Yet a recent letter 
writer apparently has 
no problem with calling 
supporters of the current 
presidential administra-
tion “ignorant, gullible, 
and bigoted.” 

Another letter writer 
uses veiled references 
to 45 degree salutes and 
fear of diversity to pro-
claim the same insults. 
Literary devices do not 
render her statements 
more palatable or be-
nign.

I just have a couple of 
questions.  Do these two 
people have a supernatu-
ral ability to read minds 
and divine hearts? By 
what authority do these 
self-appointed judges 
excoriate and condemn 
many of their neighbors 

in this community? One 
letter writer even goes 
so far as to recommend 
exile for anyone opposed 
to her. She then proceeds 
to lecture about the 
importance of reading 
different views. Given 
that she called Fox junk, 
I suppose she must read 
the conservative Clare-
mont Review of Books or 
the online magazine, The 
Federalist.  I don’t have 
time to scour the quota-
tion books for a quote to 
lend more weight to my 
views. 

I will just end by 
saying that I don’t think 
any political philosophy 
should be more import-
ant than kindness in 
human relationships

Lisa Carpenter

Cruz has insights
on the president

Being neither a psychi-
atrist nor psychologist, I 
do not claim that I fully 

comprehend what num-
ber, or intensity, of lies 
qualifies an individual to 
be defined as a “ patholog-
ical liar.”

But , I defer to Senator 
(R.-Tx.) Ted Cruz , who 
is admired by his fellow 
Republicans for his innate 
intelligence and amazing 
oral skills,  when it comes 
to his examination of what 
constitutes a “pathologi-
cal liar.” Please be aware 
that Cruz , in a widely 
viewed emotional dia-
tribe, described then-pres-
idential candidate Donald 
Trump as a “pathological 
liar “ during the 2016 
Republican presidential 
primary season.

Fast forwarding to 27 
February, 2019 and the 
appearance of Michael 
Cohen before the House 
Committee on Oversight 
and Reform, a Republican 
member of the aforemen-
tioned Committee, Paul 
Gosar of Arizona, in an at-
tack virtually feral in na-
ture , while questioning or 
“interrogating” Michael 

Cohen, described him as “ 
pathological liar.”

Again, I do not confess 
to being aware of just 
what constitutes being 
defined as a “pathological 
liar.” 

But, in view of the 
Washington Post report-
ing , as of 17 February, 
2019, that president Don-
ald Trump has committed 

8,718 (that’s right, 8,718!) 
lies should not the char-
acterization  which Rep. 
Gosar applied to Michael 
Cohen be seriously consid-
ered when examining the 
pronouncements and as-
sociated moral character 
of the current occupant of 
the Oval Office?

  Wade J. Williams
  CLAYTON 

Marlan Wilbanks is a 
man on a mission. 
An Atlanta attorney, 

Wilbanks is the driving force 
behind the Wilbanks Child 
Endangerment and Sexual 
Exploitation Clinic the nation’s 
first legal clinic dedicated to 
representing survivors of child 
sexual abuse. The clinic is a 
part of the University of Geor-
gia School of Law and gives 
second- and third-year law 
students the opportunity to 
gain experience in the practice 
of law while serving a crucial 
need in the community.

The impetus for the clinic, a 
state law known as the Hidden 
Predator Act, went into effect 
July 1, 2015, allowing victims 
of child sexual abuse to file civ-
il suits against perpetrators.

So far, so good. But not good 
enough, Wilbanks says. He is 
pushing for legislation that 
would raise the age when 
victims of child sex abuse in 
Georgia could file a lawsuit 
from 23 to 55. The law he envi-
sions would also create a two-
year window that would let 
any victim of child sex abuse 
to file suit, regardless of when 
the abuse occurred. Georgia is 

one of the few states in the 
country that sets its statute 
of limitations for child sexual 
abuse under the age of 23.

Wilbanks says opposition to 
revising the Hidden Predator 
Act is coming primarily from 
the Boy Scouts and the Catho-
lic Church, both of whom have 
had their share of child sex 
abuse cases and both of whom 
have less than stellar reputa-
tions in how they have handled 
or mishandled them. And then 
there is the Georgia Chamber 
of Commerce and its member-
ship with their deep pockets 
and aversion to lawsuits of any 
kind, anywhere, no matter 
who or what it is.

Wilbanks claims the Boy 

Scouts and the churches don’t 
want any bill passed that 
would allow victims to sue 
them. “They are happy to have 
the victim sue the predator 
individually,” Wilbanks says, 
“However, even if they knew 
about the sexual abuse and 
chose to do nothing about it or 
helped to conceal the predator, 
they don’t want any financial 
responsibility for their ac-
tions.”

Marlan Wilbanks puts much 
of the blame for that bad atti-
tude on four specific senators, 
all Republicans, all members 
of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee and all with a direct or 
indirect connection to the Boy 
Scouts of America: Chairman 
Jesse Stone, Waynesboro; Vice 
Chair Bill Cowsert, Athens; 
John Kennedy, Macon; and 
William Ligon, of Brunswick.

He says their connections 
to the Boy Scouts calls into 
question serious conflicts of 
interest in the Senate’s rules of 
conduct, when “official action 
or decisions are motivated not 
by public duty but by economic 
self-interest or association.”

Wilbanks points out that 
Cowserts’ law partner, Steve 

Heath, represented an Athens 
church in a lawsuit alleging 
a coverup by the church and 
the Boy Scouts of molestation 
charges against a former Scout 
leader. Cowserts removed en-
tity liability from the Hidden 
Predator Act in the Senate 
version of the bill.

Sen. Kennedy sits on the 
board of the Central Boy 
Scout Council. Wilbanks says 
Kennedy’s work shielding the 
Boy Scouts from being sued is 
a clear conflict of interest, as 
is Stone’s, who serves on the 
Georgia-Carolina Boy Scout 
Council. William Ligon has 
been honored by the organiza-
tion with one off their highest 
recognitions, the Silver Eagle 
Award. Of course, these guys 
are going to look out for the 
Boy Scouts.

Wilbanks says, “They don’t 
want the entities that conceal 
predators to ever pay any 
money to the victims. That is 
what the special interests are 
banking on.”

Child sex abuse is not con-
fined to the Boy Scouts or the 
Catholic Church. The Houston 
Chronicle and the San Antonio 
Express-News reported after a 

six-month investigation that 
some 380 Southern Baptist 
church leaders and workers, 
including 13 in Georgia, were 
accused of sexual misconduct 
of more than 700 victims in 
the past two decades with 
some victims as young as 3 
years. The Rev. J.D. Greear, 
the SBC’s president says the 
abuses described in the news 
report “are pure evil.” No 
kidding.

There is a lot of finger-point-
ing on both sides but, as usual, 
victims of child sex abuse are 
caught in the middle. The Boy 
Scouts with the support of 
powerful legislators has clout. 
The victims don’t.

I have no idea how all of this 
will turn out this session but 
this much I do know: These 
organizations may high-five 
their legislative buddies over a 
win in the political arena, but 
they are losing in the court of 
public opinion.

You can reach Dick Yar-
brough at dick@dickyarbrough.
com; at P.O. Box 725373, Atlan-
ta, Georgia 31139 or on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/
dickyarb. 

Dick
Yarbrough
Columnist

u

u

Last week was certainly 
eventful and filled with 
the best and worst of 

politics. I’m grateful to be able 
to update you thanks to our 
local newspapers.

Like everyone else, I’m sure 
you’re still wondering what is 
going to come from the situ-
ation with Speaker Ralston. 
Although I don’t know how 
things will play out, I’m here 
to assure you that we are not 
giving up the fight. The pat-
tern of wrongdoings that have 
occurred and the abuse of pow-
er cannot and will not be swept 
under the rug. As I mentioned 
before, I am working with my 
colleagues to introduce a bill 
to change the law on legisla-
tive leave for lawyers. Other 
representatives like myself, 
especially Rep. David Clark 
and I, are very upset about 
this situation and we have 
voiced our strong opposition to 
Speaker Ralston, urging him 
to resign.

I was also honored to 
co-sponsor House Bill 481 this 
week. The “LIFE Act” mimics 
pro-life legislation that I was 
working on introducing this 
session. This bill includes a 
heartbeat provision and is a 
law that is very important to 
our shared values and prin-
ciples. Georgia Right to Life 
has come out in support of the 
legislation which has garnered 
a good deal of attention, and 
support thus far, and has a 
good chance of advancing 

through the process.
Speaking of the process, it 

isn’t all about legislation. One 
great way I strive to make 
changes in Georgia politics is 
meeting and speaking with the 
youth in order to inspire them 
and encourage them to take 
action and interest in local 
government. The Young Amer-
ican’s for Liberty group is at 
many universities around the 
state and I had the pleasure 
of speaking with the group at 
Kennesaw State University 
this week.

These great young students 
have a passion for limited gov-
ernment politics and I hope 
to one day see some of them 
sitting beside me on the House 
floor helping fight the good 
fight and helping make Geor-
gia a better, more conserva-
tive state! Many of them spoke 
with me about their ambitions 
and it should give us all a lot 
of hope to see young individ-
uals, committed to the time 

tested principles of liberty and 
freedom.

I’d also like to thank the 
Church siblings, Jacob, 
Larson, and Samantha from 
Hiawassee, Georgia as well as 
the Mathew siblings, Hudson 
and Delaney from Blairsville, 
Georgia, for coming to the 
Capitol and serving as page’s 
to me this past week during 
session.

Finally, biggest vote of the 
week was the “big” budget, 
HB 31. My staff has been 
working for weeks, flipping 
through hundreds of pages 
of spending, singling out the 
good and the bad. I am con-
vinced that without myself 
and the small group of fiscal 
conservatives that hold seats 
in the House currently, that 
the budget would be even 
worse. While it was ripe with 
subsidies and things that are 
not the proper role of govern-
ment, my number one thought 
was: “Why does our Georgia 

budget process mirror Wash-
ington’s?” I would challenge 
any one of my colleagues to 
find any honest individual 
that doesn’t agree that we can 
do better! While we have an 
uphill battle, it is speaking out 
that will lay the foundation 
for a brighter future.

As I’ve mentioned before, 
the voting on the House floor 
is at top speed and I will 
continue to update my voting 
record page on my websitew-
ww.mattgurtler.com to keep 
all of you informed!

Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to me with any ques-
tions, comments, or concerns 
you may have. I love hearing 
from all of you and without 
you all none of this would be 
possible.

As always, it is an honor to 
serve.

Matt Gurtler represents 
Rabun County in the Georgia 
General Assembly. 

Matt Gurtler
State 
Representative
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An article in last week’s paper concerning the clos-
ing of the Welcome Center should have stated that the 
Chamber of Commerce will be housed in an existing 
building being rennovated on Highway 441

The building is located at the intersection of Seed 
Tick Road and Highway 441.

Correction

http://www.facebook.com/



