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OUR LAWMAKERS

These are from a book 
called Disorder in the 
Courts and are things 

people are reported to have 
actually said in court, word 
for word, taken down and 
published by court reporters 
who had the torment of stay-
ing calm while the exchanges 
were taking place.

Having seen the inside of 
many a courtroom during my 
years as a cops and courts 
reporter, I don’t have a hard 
time believing most of these 
are true:

ATTORNEY: What was the 
first thing your husband said 
to you that morning?

WITNESS: He said, ‘Where 
am I, Cathy?’

ATTORNEY: And why did 
that upset you?

WITNESS: My name is 
Susan!

---
ATTORNEY: What gear 

were you in at the moment of 
the impact?

WITNESS: Gucci sweats and 
Reeboks.

---
ATTORNEY: What is your 

date of birth?
WITNESS: July 18th.
ATTORNEY: What year?
WITNESS: Every year.

---
ATTORNEY: How old is your 

son, the one living with you?
WITNESS: Thirty-eight or 

thirty-five, I can’t remember 
which.

ATTORNEY: How long 
has he lived with you?

WITNESS: Forty-five years.
---

ATTORNEY: This myasthe-
nia gravis, does it affect your 
memory at all?

WITNESS: Yes.
ATTORNEY: And in what 

ways does it affect your mem-
ory?

WITNESS: I forget.
ATTORNEY: You forget? 

Can you give us an example of 
something you forgot?

---
ATTORNEY: Now doctor, 

isn’t it true that when a person 
dies in his sleep, he doesn’t 

know about it until the next 
morning?

WITNESS: Did you actually 
pass the bar exam?

---
ATTORNEY: The youngest 

son, the 20-year-old, how old 
is he?

WITNESS: He’s 20, much 
like your IQ.

---
ATTORNEY: Were you 

present when your picture was 
taken?

WITNESS: Are you kidding 
me?

---
ATTORNEY: She had three 

children , right?
WITNESS: Yes.
ATTORNEY: How many 

were boys?
WITNESS: None.
ATTORNEY: Were there any 

girls?
WITNESS: Your Honor, I 

think I need a different attor-
ney. Can I get a new attorney?

---
ATTORNEY: How was your 

first marriage terminated?
WITNESS: By death.
ATTORNEY: And by whose 

death was it terminated?
WITNESS: Take a guess.

---
ATTORNEY: Can you de-

scribe the individual?
WITNESS: He was about me-

dium height and had a beard.
ATTORNEY: Was this a 

male or a female?
WITNESS: Unless the circus 

was in town, I’m going with 
male.

---
ATTORNEY: Is your ap-

pearance here this morning 
pursuant to a deposition notice 

which I sent to your attorney?
WITNESS: No, this is how I 

dress when I go to work.
---

ATTORNEY: Doctor, how 
many of your autopsies have 
you performed on dead people?

WITNESS: All of them. The 
live ones put up too much of a 
fight.

---
ATTORNEY: ALL your 

responses MUST be oral, OK? 
What school did you go to?

WITNESS: Oral...
---

ATTORNEY: Do you recall 
the time that you examined 
the body?

WITNESS: The autopsy 
started around 8:30 p.m.

ATTORNEY: And Mr. Den-
ton was dead at the time?

WITNESS: If not, he was by 
the time I finished.

---
ATTORNEY: Are you quali-

fied to give a urine sample?
WITNESS: Are you qualified 

to ask that question?
---

And last:
ATTORNEY: Doctor, before 

you performed the autopsy, did 
you check for a pulse?

WITNESS: No.
ATTORNEY: Did you check 

for blood pressure?
WITNESS: No.
ATTORNEY: Did you check 

for breathing?
WITNESS: No.
ATTORNEY: So, then is it 

possible that the patient was 
alive when you began the 
autopsy?

WITNESS: No.
ATTORNEY: How can you 

be so sure, Doctor?
WITNESS: Because his 

brain was sitting on my desk 
in a jar.

ATTORNEY: I see, but could 
the patient have still been 
alive, nevertheless?

WITNESS: Yes, it is possible 
that he could have been alive 
and practicing law.

Wayne Knuckles is editor 
and publisher of The Clayton 
Tribune.

Tragedy averted thanks 
to stranger’s kindness

On Sunday, March 24, 
around 10:30 a.m., you hit 
something on Old 441 North. 
It was too large for you not to 
have felt the impact, yet small 
enough to easily pick up.

Did it cross your mind that 
you might be leaving a con-
fused animal suffering in 
pain? Can you not imagine the 
absolute terror an animal ex-
periences as vehicles pass over 
and around its helpless body?

Bet this letter isn’t about 
you.

This letter is about a strang-
er that delayed his arrival at 
church out of respect for God’s 
creation and/or empathy for 
the person that might find a 
lost member of their family. 
You see, he thought he was 
stopping to move a “dead” dog 
to the side of the road rath-
er than letting the body get 
repeatedly hit. What he found 
wasn’t bloody, it was a breath-
ing, alert dog with its head 
resting backward on its back.

While guarding the dog in 
the road, the stranger called 

911 for help. A caring vet tech 
stopped and ever so gently cra-
dled the head while moving it 
back to a normal position. The 
dog was wrapped in a blanket 
and the vet was called to meet 
them at the office. Meanwhile, 
the stranger remained to 
search for the owner. The own-
er’s mother was located and 
left for the vet’s office. The dog, 
a 6-8 month old puppy, was 
able to wobble on its own, but 
required a shot for pain. The 
wobble quickly turned into 
a run the minute it saw the 
owner’s mother! The X-ray re-
vealed the puppy had bruised 
lungs.

The young owner of the pup-
py had chosen to stay home out 
of fear of what he might see. 
Imagine the child’s joy when 
his mother brought home his 
beautiful, happy puppy? There 
weren’t any bandages; just 
antibiotics, pain medicine and 
an order for a few days com-
plete rest.

Thanks to the Clayton Police 
for being willing to respond. 
Thank you, Stranger and 
Brenda! You saved a life and 
ended a child’s nightmare. 

And Praise God for miracles!

Betty McDonald
CLAYTON

Gurtler not supporting
local elected leaders

I am all for standing up for 
your beliefs, but there has 
to be some flexibility when 
it comes to being passionate 
about one’s individual be-
liefs – especially if you are an 
elected official. At the Town 
Hall meeting hosted by our 
Georgia State representative 
Matt Gurtler, he informed us 
he is standing tall on his lim-
ited government position and 
voting no on any new taxes. In 
the process of standing tall for 
his beliefs, my concern is that 
Mr. Gurtler is alienating his 
colleagues in Atlanta and he is 
not supporting our local elect-
ed leaders. Mr. Gurtler did not 
support Clayton City’s request 
to increase the hotel /motel tax 
because he ran on the platform 
of no new taxes. So we, his con-

The city of Clayton will host an informational meeting 
on water issues April 16 following the conclusion of 
their regular council meeting at around 5 p.m.

For anyone interested in learning about water issues in 
the city, whether above the surface or below, this meeting is 
expected to provide a wealth of information on water issues 
as they impact city residents.

We commend city officials for their foresight in putting 
together this town hall meeting in order to keep residents 
informed.

There seems to be a growing trend toward more open-
ness in local government recently. Some might say the ill 
will generated by the Service Delivery Strategy fiasco has 
forced local officials to adopt a more open approach to gov-
erning.

Some local officials would argue they have been trans-
parent all along.

Undoubtedly, increased scrutiny and demands for public 
accountability from ordinary citizens and groups such as 
the Rabun County Coalition for Good Government also play 
a role.

Decipher it any way you will, but whatever the reason, 
now that local government officials have started down the 
path of more open and accessible government, it will be 
difficult for them to retreat.

Not that they should ever want to keep the public from 
knowing about the public’s own business.

Sometimes we elect people to office who seem to forget 
they are but temporary custodians of the people’s business. 
The people are the reason government exists, and they have 
both the right and a certain amount of civic duty to be fully 
informed on any and all actions taken on their behalf.

Mountain politics notoriously have a history replete with 
back-door deals and good ol’ boy politics.

It’s a reputation largely earned and one very few people 
would want to see perpetuated.

If that kind of government truly has no place in Rabun 
County in the 21st century, our local officials must work 
extra hard to ensure all their actions are open and accessi-
ble to everyday citizens.

That does not mean that local governmental bodies 
should give up their right to conduct the public’s business 
through orderly meetings. It doesn’t mean that every meeting 
should turn into a four-hour round robin debate on every issue.

It does mean that our elected officials should make it a high 
priority to operate in the sunshine, with full transparency, on 
behalf of the citizens they serve.

And we are happy to report that in Rabun County recently, 
there appears to be a growing new spirit of openness and coop-
eration long overdue.

Congratulations to our hard-working public servants who 
don’t want to govern from the shadows.

Welcome to the sunshine. Doesn’t it feel wonderful? 

Wayne
Knuckles
Publisher
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