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Clayton Mayor Jordan Green, left and County Commissioner Scott 
Crane answer questions about the 2019 Rabun County Joint Compre-
hensive Plan at a town hall meeting on Monday.

By Megan Broome
Staff Writer

CLAYTON— Rabun County 
residents and public officials came 
together to discuss the 2019

Rabun County Joint Compre-
hensive Plan at a public meeting 
at the Northeast Georgia Food 
Bank Teaching Kitchen on Mon-
day.

The meeting was hosted by the 
Rabun County Democratic Party 
and the Rabun County Coalition 
for Good Government and gave 
residents an opportunity to ask 
questions and learn more about 
details of the comprehensive plan.

A comprehensive plan is a doc-
ument used to coordinate capital 

improvement projects and ensure 
compliance with state policies and 
programs. The plan will be sup-
ported by the Georgia Mountains 
Regional Commission (GMRC) 
as it is developed between March 
and October.

GMRC is an organization that 
assists with monitoring and im-
plementing local comprehensive 
plans.

Jordan Green, mayor of the City 
of Clayton, and Scott Crane, coun-
ty commissioner, were the main 
speakers and gave comments and 
answered questions during the 
meeting.

“A comprehensive plan is a good 
thing,” Green said.

He noted, though, that the city 
of Clayton has a few mixed feel-
ings about the plan because the 
Service Delivery Strategy (SDS) is 
not completed yet.

Green said that the comprehen-
sive plan can be found online for 
anyone to view. The most recent 
plan is from 2014.

Crane encouraged attendees to 
go to their city council and county 
meetings and said that the intent 
is to be as open as possible with 
the public.

“You all have asked us to be 
more transparent and that’s 
exactly what we are doing,” Crane 

Citizens, officials exchange ideas 
on Joint Comprehensive Plan

Please see PLAN, A3
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Les Barnett of Mountain Man Music Custom Guitars plays an electric guitar that he made from various household items, including hard-
wood floors, a wine box, dog dishes and sink strainers. 

By Megan Broome
Staff Writer

Playing the guitar or 
banjo is simply an inter-
est to some people, but 
for one Rabun County 
resident that craft mani-
fested into an artform.

“It’s a hobby that got 
out of control,” said Les 
Barnett of Mountain 
Man Music Custom 
Guitars about creating 
unique musical instru-
ments.

Barnett builds custom 
guitars and banjos out 
of ordinary household 
items such as cigar box-
es, pie pans, hardwood 
floors, dog dishes, sink 

strainers, wine boxes, 
Jell-O molds and other 
various items.

Barnett said he got 
the idea for creating the 
instruments because he 
has played guitar and 
done woodworking his 
entire life and wanted 
to teach children how to 
build canjos, which are 
banjos made from alumi-
num cans.

Barnett said these are 
easy for kids to make 
because the supplies are 
easily accessible.

“[It’s] just something 
the kids can get ahold of 
cheap. I mean, it’s a stick, 
a can and an eye bolt,” 
Barnett said.

He said that he has 
taught groups of chil-
dren how to make these 
instruments.

“But on Black Rock 
Mountain, I started 

doing it as a project with 
kids. On Saturdays, I 
would show them how to 
build them and it got to 
where we’d have 30, 40 
kids show up on Satur-

day morning to build 
canjos,” Barnett said.

Barnett remembers the 
first instrument he made 
when he started about 
five or six years ago.

“The first guitar that 
I made was made out of 
a cigar box, and that’s 
what I make a lot of them 

Making music
from canjos
and panjos

Rabun man makes 
musical instruments 
from everyday objects

Megan Broome/The Clayton Tribune
Rabun County Coroner Sam Beck speaks to the Sheriff’s Citizens 
Academy class at the Rabun County Detention Center Tuesday night.

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

TIGER— The Rabun 
County Sheriff’s Citizens 
Academy held another 
weekly class on Tuesday 
night at the Rabun Coun-
ty Detention Center. 

The course is designed 
to educate the public on 
the various duties that 
the Sheriff’s Office per-
forms, and covers topics 
related to operations 
such as patrol, investi-
gations, detention center 

and the courts. 
Lt. Mark Gerrells 

coordinated the event 
and was pleased with the 
number of students who 
have attended. 

“It’s been enthusiastic. 
It’s been a good, positive 
environment for all. The 
class is just super,” Ger-
rells said. 

This week, the class 
learned about special op-
erations, the K9 unit and 
drug suppression. 

Sam Beck, Rabun Coun-
ty coroner, spoke to the 

class about what his job 
entails and how he works 
in coordination with the 
Sheriff ’s Office. 

“We work hand-in-
hand with investiga-
tors with the Sheriff ’s 
Department,” Beck 
said. 

He went on to explain 
the importance of the 
departments working 
together when trying 
to determine the cause 
of a crime scene. 

“It’s two sets of eyes 
looking at the same 

thing,” Beck said. 
Beck said that part of 

his job is notifying the 
next of kin when some-
one passes, and that it 
is sometimes difficult 
to track down a family 
member. 

“That’s one of the 
harder aspects of this 
job,” Beck said. 

Beck has been cor-
oner for 10 years and 
said he does it to help his 
community. 

Sheriff’s Citizens Academy gives participants 
an insider’s view of local law enforcement

Please see ACADEMY, A11

Please see MUSIC, A2
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Bob Fink, left, and Pete Halter are new members of the Development Authority of Rabun County Board 
of Directors. They attended their first meeting at Rabun Business Park on Monday. 

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

 RABUN GAP— The 
Development Authority 
of Rabun County (DARC) 
appointed two new mem-
bers and learned of ongoing 
building issues at their 
regular meeting at Rabun 
Business Park on Monday. 

Bob Fink, former county 
commissioner, and Pete 
Halter were appointed to the 
Board of Directors.  

“We are so happy to have 
you. We are thrilled to have 
you back,” said Rick Story, 
Rabun County economic 
development director, while 
introducing Bob Fink to 
attendees.

Story also welcomed 
Halter. 

“Thank you for joining 
us,” Story said. 

In other business, the 
DARC account summary 
as of March 31 was just over 
$2.2 million. This is up by 
a little more than $68,300 

from February’s balance, 
which was just over $2.1 
million. Included in this 
summary is the operating 
budget, which was just over 
$237,700 as of March 31. This 
is a decrease of slightly over 
$5,100 from February. Feb-
ruary’s operating budget 
was just over $242,900. 

Continued building issues 
were addressed in the Di-
rector’s Report. 

Following a test done in 
December with the Atlanta 
Sprinkler Company, inspec-
tors found 60 sprinklers that 
need to be either replaced 
or fixed. The total cost 
estimate for these repairs is 
around $10,000. 

Efforts continue to 
eradicate pest control issues 
in the building, but urgent 
issues in the office area are 
under control. 

Drain repairs for roof 
leaks are in progress. The 
DARC is working with 
local contractor Johnathan 

Page who is installing new 
drains, pipes and seals to fix 
the problems. 

The purchase agreement 
for the sale of the Rabun 
Business Park building has 
been signed and they are 
working with Todd Webb 
of ELK Group and Janney 
Sanders to finalize the 
details. 

The Marketing Report 
detailed external activi-
ties that the DARC was 
involved with in March, 
such as a meeting with 
Foxfire Executive Board 
members, hosting the Joint 
Development Authority of 
Banks, Habersham and 
Rabun quarterly meeting 
about regional economic 
development activity and a 
meeting and tour of Union 
County with Darrin Giles, 
county administrator, 
and Lamar Parish, Union 
County sole commission-
er, about regional eco-
nomic development.  

Development Authority tackling building issues

said about answering 
questions at the public 
meeting.

The reasoning behind 
how county and city 
projects are prioritized 
was a significant topic 
during the meeting.

Crane said that from 
the county’s perspec-
tive, the focus is on what 
the largest need is and 
what affects the greatest 
number of citizens at 
that particular time.

He said that these 
needs can change 
throughout the years, 
and even 10 years from 
now something else 
might take priority.

Crane used the re-
cent Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) projects of the 
Sheriff’s Office and jail 
expansion as an exam-
ple. He explained that 
the thought process is to 
decide what is more ur-
gent to begin first. Is the 
jail overcrowded to the 
point where that needs 
to be completed first? 
Or does the new Sher-
iff’s Office take priority 
because deputies are 
currently getting sick 
from mold?

“I have to weigh those 
options,” Crane said.

Crane clarified that he 
wasn’t speaking for all 
of the commissioners, 
only from his opinion.

Green said that he 
welcomes and encour-
ages input from citizens 
for the comprehensive 
plan.

“We want you to 
start giving us capital 
improvement plans,” 
Green said.

Some citizens also 
asked about how unin-
corporated towns would 
be included in the com-
prehensive plan.

Crane said that the 
comprehensive plan is 
“being done for Rabun 
County to include cit-
ies.”

The comprehensive 
plan is completed all at 
once and aspects that 

are relevant to each 
city and area will be 
incorporated to some 
extent in the plan, he 
explained.

“Whatever holler you 
come from, you have a 
voice,” Crane said.

Another topic debated 
was the development 
that is planned to occur 
downtown and how 
the buildings will be 
preserved. Specifically, 
the new complex that is 
expected to be built on 
East Savannah Street.

Some attendees ex-
pressed concern that 
the current buildings 
will get completely torn 
down when they should 
be preserved.

“The buildings that 
are going to get torn 
down are dilapidated 
beyond repair,” Green 
said.

He said that they are 
too far beyond repair to 
be saved.

Green also brought up 
the question of what the 
definition of “historic” 
is when determining 
which buildings are 
preserved.

One person pointed 
out that people in the 
community put a lot of 
work and dedication 
into helping create a 
plan in 2005 and wants 
to bring some of those 
ideas to this 2019 com-
prehensive plan.

“Let’s go back there 
and bring it back to 
life,” the attendee said.

Another resident com-
mented that she sees 
positions for various 
boards being filled, but 
never sees them adver-
tised. She wanted to 
know how these mem-
bers are selected and 
how they know about 
the positions.

Green said that they 
usually hear about 
positions from word 
of mouth and several 
names are taken to the 
Board of Commissioners 
to be voted on.

The resident made a 
point that other coun-
ties advertise the posi-
tions, and Green said 
he would look into what 
other counties do and 
compare.

One citizen questioned 
the passion and enthusi-
asm elected officials have 
for new ideas to move 
the towns and county 
forward and noted that 
something needs to be 
done so people are in-
spired to go to meetings.

Who has an idea 
exciting enough to fill 
up meetings? Who has a 
vision? Who gets excited 
and has a dream for what 
happens in this county, 
the citizen asked.

Crane said that his 
goal is to listen to every 
person in the communi-
ty, whether they go to the 
public meetings or not. 
He mentioned that just 
because someone does 
not go to a meeting does 
not mean they do not 
care.

“I’m trying to listen 
to every person in the 
community,” Crane said. 
He said he tries to listen 
to everyone and not just 
one particular group, 
but that different areas 

might have different 
visions of what projects 
they want completed.

For example, one area 
might want a fire station 
while another wants 
potholes fixed. Each area 
has a different vision for 
the comprehensive plan 
and Crane said he listens 
to all of these opinions.

Ara Joyce, Clayton 

City Council member, 
said that the compre-
hensive plan and proj-
ects have to be a shared 
vision among everyone. 
She explained that it 
might not have every-
thing that everyone 
wants, but there is a little 
piece of everyone’s vision 
in it.

This town hall to 

discuss the 2019 Rabun 
County Joint Com-
prehensive Plan was 
a way to bring public 
officials and residents 
together in order to 
move the county and 
cities forward so there 
is a united front, rather 
than the “Us. V. Them” 
mentality, organizers 
said.

PLAN
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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A large crowd attended a town hall about the 2019 Rabun County Joint Comprehensive Plan at the Northeast Georgia Food Bank Teaching 
Kitchen on Monday. The event was organized by the Rabun County Democratic Party and Rabun County Coalition for Good Government, 
and these residents asked public officials questions about the comprehensive plan as well as ongoing projects in the community.

SEND US YOUR NEWS ITEMS
Please send your news stories, birth and engage-

ment announcements, obituaries, sports news and 
calendar items to The Clayton Tribune by 5 p.m. on 
Mondays. You may drop news items off at our 120 
North Main St., offices in Clayton, or fax items to 
706-782-4230
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