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Bell gets life sentences for rape, kidnapping
By Megan Broome 

Staff Writer

CLAYTON— A Rabun 
County man was handed 
two life sentences plus 20 
years after being convict-
ed of a September 2017 
crime against an under-
age girl. 

Eugene Bell, 27, of 
Rabun County was 
convicted of aggravated 

assault, rape and kidnap-
ping on April 11, 2019. 

Russell W. Smith, chief 
of the superior courts of 
the Mountain Judicial 
Circuit, sentenced Bell to 
20 years for Aggravated 
Assault, a life sentence 
for Rape and life sentence 
for Kidnapping, accord-
ing to a press release 
from the office of George 

Christian, district at-
torney for the mountain 
judicial circuit. 

Bell was arrested in 
September of 2017 after 
deputies were called to 
Mountain Lakes Medical 
Center to investigate a 
juvenile female’s report 
that she had been raped, 
according to a report 
from The Clayton Tri-

bune police blotter in 
2017. 

The report stated that 
“The juvenile told a 
deputy that Bell took her 
to his trailer on George 
Eller Circle to see his 
girlfriend, but when they 
arrived, his girlfriend 
was not there. Before 
he sexually assaulted 
her, she said, Bell made 

a comment about his 
girlfriend cheating on 
him. Afterward, when 
she tried to leave, Bell 
shot her in the leg with 
a pellet gun and warned 
her not to tell anyone, 
she said. He then left the 
trailer briefly.” 

Bell was later picked 

EUGENE BELL Please see RAPE, A3

Clayton holds town hall on water, sewer

Wayne Knuckles/The Clayton Tribune
Peggy Melton pours over a map with city water leak consultant Mack Jones Tuesday evening in Clayton.

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—About two dozen 
people came to city hall Tuesday to 
learn about water and sewer issues 
in the city and what progress is 
being made to correct some of the 
worst areas.

Mayor Jordan Green introduced 
the city’s team of consultants and 
department heads responsible for 
water and sewer issues.

After a question and answer 
session, the public was invited to 
meet individually with members 
of the group, who set up informa-

tion stations complete with charts 
and graphs concerning their own 
areas of expertise.

“I think the city has gotten an 
unfair rap,” said Bob Troxler, a 
consultant of water issues. “I start-

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

CLAYTON— The 
Rabun County Board 
of Commissioners has 
begun meeting with 
different departments 
in budget workshops to 
discuss budget proposals 
for Fiscal Year 2020.

The final budget is 
scheduled for approval by 
commissioners on June 
25, 2019 at 5 p.m. 

The first meeting was 
held on Tuesday, April 
9 and meetings with de-
partments are scheduled 
through Monday, April 
22.  

The budget meeting 
last Thursday was the 
second in the series of 
sessions, and commis-
sioners went over budget 
proposals for county 
departments. 

The Rabun County 
Water and Sewer Author-
ity estimated a budget of 
$337,00. This went down 
from $375,00 the prior 
year. 

“We’re looking at 
adjusting our rates,” 

said Brendan Thompson, 
general manager for the 
Rabun County Water 
and Sewer Authority, to 
commissioners. 

He said there will be a 
water increase of 6 per-
cent and sewer increase 
of 8 percent. 

“[We’re] trying to stay 
reasonable,” Thompson 
said. 

The Tax Assessor’s 
office has requested an 
increase in board mem-
ber compensation of 
$1,400. It was noted that 
this rate would be closer 
to other counties. They 
also requested $700 for 
contract labor because 
they have an employee 
of many years who is 
retiring. 

The Rabun County 
Golf Club’s expenditures 
were shown to be in line 
with prior years. They 
requested a trim mower 
and are in the process of 
getting a new clubhouse. 
Fred Derrick, director of 
golf, represented the golf 
club at the workshop. 

County begins 

budget work 

with hearings
Water, sewer rate hikes are 
projected for next year

City outlines progress being made in problem areas

Lisa Collins, left, poses with her husband, Rep. Doug Collins, Satur-
day in Dillard.

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

DILLARD— The 
importance of spread-
ing conservative values 
through active voter 
participation was a 
topic of significance at 
the 9th Congressional 
District Republican 
Convention held at the 
Dillard House Confer-
ence Center last Satur-

day. 
Politicians, delegates 

and alternates from 
counties in the 9th 
District were present at 
the convention to adopt 
resolutions and vote on 
convention committees, 
district officers, state 
committees and other 
party representatives.

Please see WATER, A9 Please see COUNTY, A11

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

SKY VALLEY— The 
potential adoption of a 
new bear ordinance for 
Sky Valley was discussed 
at their City Council 
Work Session Tuesday 
morning. 

The council addressed 
ways to clarify confusing 
language and context in 
the ordinance. 

The ordinance was 
put in place in order to 
combat wildlife getting 

into garbage cans and 
bird feeders that are left 
outside. 

The new ordinance 
was created because of 
a requirement that Sky 
Valley have some sort of 
plan in place in order to 
get any assistance for the 
problem from the state of 
Georgia. 

“This ordinance is for 
the protection of bears,” 
said Paul Wheeler, coun-
cil member. He said that 

9th District 

Republicans 

gather in Dillard

Please see GOP, A8

Sky Valley looks 

at bear ordinance

Please see BEARS A2

Rabun Hosts 

3 team event
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Advance tickets are $40 each and can be purchased at the Welcome Center or The Clayton Tribune.

$45 at the door

Tables must be purchased in advance by May 3rd.

Table of 8. $320

Table of 10. $400

Table of 12. $540

Monday, May 6th, 2019
DILLARD HOUSE CONFERENCE CENTER

Happy hour at 5:30 p.m. with cash bar and appetizers

Call the Chamber for more information at
706 - 782 - 4812 or rabunchamber@gamountains.com

 8thAnnual
2019

RABUN AWARDS BANQUET
The following awards to be presented:

SPONSOR A TABLE!

Purchasing a table has benefits!
Your name and logo will be

on your table, in the program,
mentioned from the podium, seen on

the big screen and social media

Sponsored by
RABUN COUNTY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

220 Cathey Road, Mountain City, GA
(706)-746-5100 • rabunanimalhospital.com

HEARTWORM DISEASE
The mosquito plays an essential role in the heart-
worm life cycle. Adult female heartworms living 
in an infected dog, fox, coyote, or wolf produce 
microscopic baby worms called microfi laria that cir-
culate in the bloodstream. When a mosquito bites 
and takes a blood meal from an infected animal, it 
picks up these baby worms, which develop of 10 
to 14 days. Then, when the infected mosquito bites 
another dog, cat, or susceptible wild animal, the in-
fective larvae are deposited onto the surface of the 
animal’s skin and enter the new host through the 
mosquito’s bite wound. Once inside the new host, 
it takes approximately 6 months for the larvae 
to mature into adult heartworms. Once mature, 
heartworms can live for 5 to 7 years in dogs and 
up to 2 or 3 years in cats. Because of the longevity 
of these worms, each mosquito season can lead to 
an increasing number of worms in an infected pet.

Three dates to remember. Spring of 
1968. Fall of 2005. And Spring of 2019.  

Since my Birth in the spring of 1968, 
I had numerous animals including dogs 
and cats during my raising in Rabun Gap. 
None of these animals were ever on heart-
worm preventative and further, none of 
them ever became sick from this parasite. 
This was a problem for south Georgia or 
Florida to worry about. 

Fast forward to the fi rst week of April 
in 2019.  That week I examined 10 new 
canine admission to Paws 4 life. The 
startling reality is 5 of the 10 admissions 
were positive for heartworm and further, 
they contracted heartworms right here in 
Rabun County.  

Now lets head back to the fall of 2005. 
In the preceding decade of testing patients 

(many thousands)every year for heart-
worm disease. We had never diagnosed 
a positive case we believe originated in 
Rabun. Most of these had come here via 
south Georgia, Florida or Louisiana.  Thats 
all changed. More and more adult dogs 
without protection were testing positive. 

Now the problem in Rabun County is 
endemic. 

Not only is the problem now endemic, 
but it takes many doses of preventative 
to rid the body of infection. As the disease 
has changed, I have had to change my 
thinking. No longer can we risk tak-
ing months off from using heartworm 
preventative.  

Next week we will discuss how to 
control, treat and prevent this newly 
endemic disease. 

FROM THE DESK OF STEPHEN ARBITTER DVM

Mike Carnes, 
EMS/911 director, 
said his department 
is asking for one new 
employee because the 
number of calls is 
increasing every year. 
He said that Emer-
gency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) drives to 
Gainesville on average 
four times a day. 

He also said they are 
requesting one new 
truck and remount at 
an estimated $325,830 
and a new cardiac 
monitor at $30,815. 

It was also noted that 
overtime wages might 
come down after a new 
employee is hired. 

Carnes also rep-
resented E 911in the 
budget meeting. It was 
stated that projected 
revenues for the de-
partment are $370,000 
and salaries are up 

about $21,000. 
They are asking for 

$16,950 for small equip-
ment, an increase from 
the $800 budgeted last 
year. 

The goal is to im-
prove communication 
on Lake Burton and 
throughout the county 
during bad weather. 
There was also discus-
sion to increase entry 
level pay to $12.75. 

The Senior Center re-
ported that the number 
of part-time employees 
is up and discussed the 
new f looring installed. 
They requested fund-
ing for upkeep of this 
new f looring. 

Emergency Manage-
ment (EMA) requested 
safer equipment such 
as a washer and dry-
er system that can be 
used to clean clothes 
firefighters wear to a 
scene. They also dis-
cussed purchasing a 
dual camera drone. 

Small equipment at 
$4,000 was also part of 
the proposed budget to 

use for rescue equip-
ment because it has 
an expiration date and 
needs to be replaced. 

“Thank you for 
everything you do for 
emergency manage-
ment and rescue,” a 
commissioner said. 

The Rabun County 
Health Department 
requested additional 
funding to help support 
a low-income adult 
dental program at the 
facility. 

“We’re that first 
line of defense when it 
comes to health,” said a 
representative from the 
Health Department. 

Budget meetings 
continued on Tuesday 
and Stephen Arbitter, 
county commissioner, 
sent a statement to The 
Clayton Tribune high-
lighting what happened 
at the meeting. 

The Library Board 
reported that they 
have seen an increased 
demand for electron-
ic books and audio 
recordings that are 

generally 75 percent 
more expensive than 
traditional books. 

They also proposed 
replacing the book drop 
because the current 
one is in disrepair after 
being hit by cars. To 
offset the increase in 
the budget, the library 
board has used part 
time help and volun-
teers to help with used 
book sales, copier and 
fax services and late 
fines. 

The Road Department 
requested capital out-
lay for a mini excavator 
because the current 
17-year-old machine is 
no longer functional. 

They reported a 
turnover in staff due 
to economic pressure 
from private industry 
and began working on 
spring paving projects 
around the county as 
well as keeping up with 
routine mowing. 

Projects around Lake 
Burton specifically are 
a high priority. 

The Fire Department 

requested three new 
full-time employees to 
cover one full addition-
al shift. 

There has been in-
creased pressure to add 
more part-time employ-
ees to help cover times 
when full-time employ-
ees are off. 

The need for more 
full-time employees has 
increased as there is a 
decreasing number of 
available volunteers 
and increasing work-
load. 

The proposal also 
requested a new tank-
er for south Rabun and 
will start to look for a 
ladder truck. 

The Solid Waste/
Recycling department 
said there is a need for 
a compactor and the 
Recycling Center needs 
to replace equipment 
boxes. 

FAITH, Fight Abuse 
in the Home, had 
no changes in their 
budget and said funds 
are primarily used for 
trauma therapy for 

children. They noted 
that services provided 
are valuable to Rabun 
County. 

The Recreation 
Department requested 
a new athletic direc-
tor to work with new 
programs like state 
baseball tournaments, 
pickleball and tennis 
programs. They stated 
that this will bring 
revenue and econom-
ic impact to Rabun 
County. 

The Clerk of Court’s 
office included the 
need for computer 
upgrades in their 
budget proposal. They 
mentioned that storage 
has become less of a 
problem with an e-file 
system. 

A special called 
meeting to approve the 
preliminary budget is 
scheduled for Wednes-
day, May 22 at 8:15 a.m. 
A public hearing will 
be held on June 13 at 
5 p.m. before the final 
budget is adopted on 
June 25. 

COUNTY
nCONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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Information & reservations:
www.rhapsodyinrabun.com/attendthegala

706-782-6110

          Rabun          Rabun
RhapsodyRhapsody

      in      in

2019

Saturday, August 10th, 
5:00 -11:00 pm

Rabun County Civic Center
201 WEST SAVANNAH STREET  • CLAYTON 30525

•   LIVE & SILENT AUCTIONS
•   COCKTAILS

•   DINNER
•   DANCING

•   Entertainment by
“Back in Time”

Save the date!

2019

“Building the Future, 
One Family At A Time”

2019 proceeds benefit
Habitat for Humanity® of Rabun County

Wayne Knuckles/The Clayton Tribune

61st Annual Sunrise Service at Black Rock
The 61st annual Easter Sunrise Service was held at Black Rock Mountain State Park Sunday. The service was presented by Rabun Gap Pres-
byterian Church and Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School.

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

CLAYTON— The Rabun 
County Board of Commis-
sioners concluded their last 
rounds of budget workshop 
sessions this past Monday 
and are now in discussion 
to prepare a preliminary 
budget to present to the 
public 

During the April 18 
workshop, District Attor-
ney George Christian dis-
cussed needing a support 
staff position and Assistant 
District Attorney (ADA) 
position and said he was 
having trouble getting an 
ADA position. 

Tony Galloway, director 
of Rabun County Division 
of Family and Children 
Services (DFCS), discussed 
public welfare and the 20 
percent cut in services they 
had to make to stay within 
budget. He said that travel 
reimbursements for foster 
parents had to be cut. 

“We’re going to be 
coming in right at budget,” 
Galloway said. He said 
that county money helps 
supplement the budget so 
they can continue to serve 
families. 

There was discussion 
about how Rabun County is 
limited to one court room 
and that with the number 

of court cases increasing, 
this would cause an even 
bigger issue in the future 
if it is not addressed. An 
additional mental health 
court has been added, so 
this increases the workload 
even more. 

However, more resources 
are becoming available in 
the community with more 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
(AA) and Narcotics Anony-
mous (NA) support groups. 

Coroner Sam Beck had 
little change in his budget 
and asked for an additional 
$500. 

Paws 4 Life requested 
more animal control offi-
cers to be able to provide 
24/7 care. 

During Monday’s work-
shop, the overall budget for 
the Tax Commissioner is 
down $10,000. 

The Sheriff’s Depart-
ment asked for an increase 
in starting salary for 
detention officers. Current-
ly, detention officers get 
paid $12.15 per hour and 
they want to increase that 
amount to $14.09 per hour. 

“Hopefully recruiting a 
better qualified person,” 
a representative stated. 
They explained that they 
are losing deputies to other 
departments because of the 
pay. 

They also budgeted 

$7,500 for inmate housing. 
They explained that Rabun 
County has to pay to house 
inmates in other facilities 
while also paying for med-
ical, transportation and 
other costs that incur. 

Currently, it costs $35 per 
day to house an inmate in 
Jackson County and $45 a 
day to house an inmate in 
Hall County. 

They also asked for 
an additional $10,000 for 
prison meals because the 
average population of the 
jail has gone up. They did 
note that they changed the 
meals to two hot meals and 
one cold meal for lunch in 
order to save costs. 

They noted they are mov-
ing position from the jail 
side to the Sheriff’s Office 
side, but the amount would 
be affected. 

They now offer NA, AA 
and three church services a 
week for inmates at the jail. 
They also have access to a 
video system where they 
can contact friends and 
family members 7 days a 
week. The cost is the same 
as a phone call would be. 

The Sheriff asked for an 
increase and discussed 
installing new computers 
in cars and different things 
that were added. 

They asked for funding 
for supplies and uniforms 

and for one more Bailiff at 
the Courthouse due to the 
increase in the number of 
court proceedings. 

The public defender’s 
office asked for one new 
social worker and one new 
investigator to help manage 
the increasing caseload. 

The social worker would 
help expedite inmates out 
of the jail and would help 
combat overcrowding by 
providing information 
about services like drug 
treatment and mental 
health treatment that the 
public defender does not 
have time to find. 

They also asked for a 2 
percent raise because that 
is what the state is giving 
their employees, according 
to a representative. 

Teka Earnhardt and 
Rick Story represented 
the Tourism Development 
Authority (TDA), the Wel-
come Center and Develop-
ment Authority of Rabun 
County and discussed the 
different developments that 
are happening, the sale of 
Rabun Business Park and 
the three entities coming 
together under one office. 

Tammy Whitmire, 
elections supervisor, was 
the last workshop of the 
day and discussed the new 
voting machines that the 
state is getting. She said 
that without knowing the 
specifics of the equipment 
and the cost of the equip-
ment and resources she 
will need, she does not 
have an accurate budget 

number. She was optimis-
tic but said that she might 
have to come back in front 
of the board to ask for addi-
tional funding. 

Commissioners briefly 
discussed revenues before 
adjourning. 

The preliminary budget 
will be presented to the 
board at 8 a.m. on Wednes-
day, May 22 and a special 
called meeting will be held 
at 8:15 a.m. that same day 
to approve the preliminary 
budget for FY 2020. 

There will be a public 
hearing on the budget on 
June 13 at 5 p.m. and a 
special called meeting to 
adopt the final budget for 
FY 2020 will be June 25 at 
5 p.m. 

County wraps up hearings, ready to present preliminary budget

call at 128 Stavemill 
St., where a male child 
was bitten on his left 
and right arms by a 
dog. 

“I (Wall) advised 
dispatch to contact an-
imal control. Dispatch 
advised that animal 
control refused to re-
spond inside the city of 
Clayton,” according to 
the incident report. 

As a result of the 
incident, an agreement 
has been signed be-
tween Animal Control, 
the county and the city 
that specifies what 
animal control’s role is 
inside the city limits. 

“All parties have 
signed it,” Clayton 
Mayor Jordan Green 
said in a phone inter-
view Tuesday. 

Marcellino said the 
agreement is valid for 
90 days, or until SDS 
negotiations between 
the city and county are 
resolved, but that it 
can be renewed every 
90 days if needed. 

“It was just basically 
a MOU (Memorandum 

of Understanding) for 
animal control to pick 
up dogs in the city of 
Clayton in interim 
while we mediate,” 
County Manager Dar-
rin Giles said Tuesday. 

The agreement speci-
fies what types of dogs 
animal control should 
immediately come pick 
up, Giles explained. 

The agreement states 
that “Rabun Paws 4 
Life, Inc, under the di-
vision of Rabun County 
Animal Control, will 
provide on-call service 
for: dog bites, those 
dogs classified by law 
as dangerous dogs or 
vicious dogs and ag-
gressive and threaten-
ing dogs.”

Green said this 
agreement shows that 
the parties are working 
together for the better-
ment of public safety. 

“I’m glad that we’ve 
been able to get some-
thing done,” Green 
said. 

An SDS is an inter-
governmental agree-
ment between a coun-
ty and its cities that 
outlines the provider 
of certain services, 
including water, roads 
and animal control. 

SDS
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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